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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

HIV SELF TEST

What is the Atomo HIV Self 
Test?

The Atomo HIV Self Test is a 
single-use blood test for HIV. It is 
comprised of a test strip inside a

plastic cartridge. The test is 
performed by placing a small 

drop of blood onto the test strip 
and then applying drops of test 
fluid (diluent). One or two lines 
will appear on the paper strip 

after 15 minutes to indicate the 

How does the Atomo HIV Self 
Test detect HIV?

There are 2 types of Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV): 

How much is RRP?
RRP is $29.99

Atomo o�ers the world's first integrated blood-based rapid diagnostic test (RDT) for HIV 

screening. 

Unlike clinical testing, The Atomo HIV Self Test provides results in just 15 minutes. The Atomo 

HIV Self Test is highly accurate, with a specificity and sensitivity level of 99.6% due to 

interlocked user steps that ensure the test can be comfortably carried out by lay users in a 

private and discreet setting.

test result. The Control Line will 
only become visible if the test 
has been performed correctly. 
The Test Line will only become 

visible if the applied blood 
sample contains antibodies to 

HIV.

HIV-1 and HIV-2. If you are 
infected with either HIV-1 or 

HIV-2 your immune system will
generate antibodies against 
either virus type. The test 

detects antibodies in human 
blood to determine infection by 

either virus type.
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Does the test have regulatory 
approval?

Yes, the self-test is listed on the 
Australian Register of 

Therapeutic Goods(311989) 
since 2018.

Is there a separate lancet in 
case the mechanism doesn’t 

work?
No separate lancet is included 
in the pack. Reported incidents 
of lancet failure are uncommon.

Can a customer use the test if 
they are taking PrEP?

Yes, people on PrEP can use the 
test. Adherence to the window 

period recommendations is 
required.

What is the window period?
After exposure to HIV, it can be 3 

months before your body 
develops the antibodies 

detected by this test. This time is 
called the ‘window period’. If you 

take an HIV test during the 
window period, you may 

incorrectly receive a negative 
result. It is essential to test after 
the window period has passed.

What happens if my test result 
is REACTIVE?

The Atomo HIV Self Test is a 
screening test and a reactive test 
result does not necessarily mean 

that you have HIV. If the test 
result is reactive, you need

to go for follow-up testing at a 
healthcare facility. Visit www.
atomohivtest.com for more 
information about accessing 

follow-up testing.

If you are diagnosed as HIV 
positive, you will be connected 

to counselling services and, 
dependent on your condition, 

may be given antiretroviral
(ARV) treatment. Only your 

doctor or healthcare professional 
can recommend what treatment 

is right for you.

Early diagnosis of HIV means 
treatment can start

sooner. HIV is a manageable 
condition.

How many times can the device 
be used?

The Atomo HIV Self Test is a 
single-use test. It can only be 

used once and must be disposed 
after use.

How will I know if my test has 
worked?

If you see a line next to the ‘C’ 
symbol on the test cassette, it 

means you have performed the 
test correctly.

How is the test disposed after 
use?

Place the bag and all contents 
into the disposal bag provided. 

The bag can be sealed and 
thrown away with household 

rubbish.
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