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We work to make sure decision makers 
understand the important and life-changing work  
OTs do with their clients everyday across Australia.

We engage with state and federal governments, 
stakeholders, providers and members to 
understand and overcome systemic issues and 
barriers impacting the OT scope and profession 
by working to change laws, policies and systems.

Our policymaking and advocacy work is informed 
by engagement with our members.

Advocacy at 
OTA

We advocate for occupational therapists across Australia in 
three key areas:

Representation
We represent the interests and concerns of occupational 
therapists, respond to government inquiries and advocate 
for better conditions for OTs and their clients.

Consultation
We consult with practising OTA members through our national 
reference groups (NRG) to share learnings and collaborate 
on important issues.

Promoting the profession
We work to create clarity about the purpose 
and function occupational therapy has 
in supporting people to achieve their 
goals and live meaningful lives.

How we advocate for our members and 
the profession

We represent 
occupational 
therapists, and the 
people they support, 
in a wide range of 
advocacy areas, 
including:

• Aged Care

• Compensation 
Schemes

• Disability

• Mental Health

• Primary Health

• State-Based Issues

• Veterans

• Workforce

Areas of 
advocacy

Scan the QR code or 
go to otaus.com.au/
member-benefits.

Inform and support our advocacy 
work by joining as a member.
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Occupational Therapy Australia acknowledges and pays respect to the 
past, present and future Traditional Custodians and Elders of this nation 
and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which the 31st 
National Conference and Exhibition 2025 is taking place, the Kaurna 
peoples.

Acknowledgement of country 
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Fitzroy VIC 3065 
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Committees

Justin Scanlan 
Conference Convenor 

Courtenay Harris 
Scientific Program Chair 

Ted Brown 
Committee Member 

Sandra Mortimer 
Committee Member

Bridget Muir 
New Graduate Representative

Claire Pearce 
Committee Member

Natalie Tanner-Black 
Committee Member

Organising committee

Courtenay Harris 
Chair

Chermaine Bernie

Heather Block

Linda Furness 

Jacki Liddle

Caroline Mills

Tracey Parnell

Kitty Rose Foley

Hannah Slootjes

Conference scientific 
program committee

Priscilla Ennals 
President

Michelle Bissett

Leanne Healey

Joanna Murray 

Alice Fung

Caleb Rixon

Alex Splitt

Emma George

Carol McKinstry 

Occupational Therapy 
Australia Board
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Connect with us

Join the conversation using #OTAUS2025

facebook.com/otaust otaust.bsky.social

instagram.com/otaust 
linkedin.com/company/
occupational-therapy-australia

Wi-Fi access
Username: LiveLife

Password: fallsprevention

Wi-Fi sponsored by

Download the 
OTAUS 2025 app!
Stay connected via the app to view the most 
current program and abstracts, connect with 
other delegates and have the opportunity to 
win prizes. 

Use the relevant QR code for your device 
to download the app below, or search ‘The 
Event App by EventsAIR’ on the App Store or 
Google Play and enter the code OTAUS2025.

Social program

25th June, 5:45pm - 7:00pm

Panorama Ballroom,  
Adelaide Convention Centre

When:

Where:

Welcome Reception

Welcome Reception sponsored by

MePACS is a trusted provider of a 24/7 monitored personal alarm 
service, supporting more than 48,000 clients to feel safe at home, 
when out and about and even at work, with all profits reinvested back 
into public health.

As a division of Peninsula Health, our Melbourne-based Emergency 
Response Centre is staffed exclusively by trained Peninsula Health 
employees. We do not outsource to third-party call centres.

MePACS offers a range of 4G personal alarms, including Home, 
Mobile, Watch, and Duress options, tailored to suit different needs 
and lifestyles. MePACS is also a registered provider for various 
government-funded programs, helping eligible clients access our 
services affordably.

Visit the MePACS Referrers Hub  
by scanning the QR code or visiting mepacs.
com.au/referrers to learn more.  

MePACS is proud to be the 
official conference partner of 
OTAUS 2025!
Client safety starts with the right support.  Visit the MePACS Coffee 
Cart (Stand #95) to refuel, then drop by Stand #96 to discover why 
your clients are safer with a MePACS monitored personal alarm.

26th June, 7:00pm - 11:00pm

SkyCity Ballroom, Eos SkyCity 

When:

Where:

Gala Dinner

24th June, 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Strathmore Hotel

When:

Where:

Student and New Graduate 
Networking
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Venue map

Adelaide Convention Centre
North Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000

adelaidecc.com.au

3

2

5

4

9

10 6
7

8

3

2

5

4

9

106

7

8

Hall H - Exhibition hall

CD Lower - Plenary Room

Hall A

E Rooms 1-3, Poster displays

Riverbank Rooms 2-4

Riverbank Room 5

Panorama Ballroom, 
Welcome Function

Skyway Room 1 -  
Speaker Preparation Room

Riverbank Office -  
Quiet Room

1

1 Foyer H - Registration
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Sponsors

Occupational Therapy Australia would like to thank and acknowledge the 
valuable contribution of the following sponsors of the Conference: 

Conference partner

Major sponsor

Sponsor Supporter

Name Badge, Registration,  
and Barista Cart 

Welcome Reception Breakfast Sponsor Breakfast Sponsor

Wi-Fi Sponsor Insurance Partner Legal Partner

Plenary Session Sponsor Plenary Session Sponsor

Best Paper  
Award Sponsor

Best Student Paper  
Award Sponsor

Best Poster 
Award Sponsor

Best Student Poster 
Award Sponsor
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Professional 
Supervision 
Framework

OTA is proud to launch the updated 
Occupational Therapy Professional 
Supervision Framework.

Building on the strong foundations of 
the 2019 version, and developed with 
input from diverse stakeholders, the 
updated framework has been 
reimagined to enhance clarity, 
engagement and accessibility.

It is a go-to resource that professionals 
can return to throughout their careers.

By o�ering practical tools and clear 
guidance, it helps occupational 
therapists and supervisors foster 
e�ective communication, streamline 
documentation, and build a shared 
understanding of roles and 
expectations in supervision.

Features include:

• Clear recommendations for professional supervision 
including type, frequency and duration

• Practical tools to support supervision, including 
templates and checklists

• Visual summary of the framework 
to enhance clarity and usability

• Clear guidance on expectations, 
roles, responsibilities and 
guiding principles for supervision

• Expanded information on 
professional supervision 
models

• Competency 
Assessment Tool 
and Learning Plan 
for supervisors

To access the 
Professional 
Supervision 
Framework, 
scan the QR code 
or visit bit.ly/4jrlce2

Keynote speakers

Danielle Loizou-Lake
Conference MC

Dr. Karen Jacobs 
Weaving the future: AI and human 

connection in collaborative 
occupational therapy practice

Dr. Jordan Nguyen
One Life: Persist to improve many

Prof. Mandy Stanley 
Sylvia Docker Lectureship

Dr. Clinton Schultz
Social and emotional wellbeing:  

A holistic interdisciplinary approach

Prof. Angus Buchanan
Looking forward through a  

rear view mirror
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Start your career 
with connection 
and confidence 
Whether you’re still studying or just starting out, 
you don’t have to navigate your OT journey alone. 
As the professional association for occupational 
therapists, Occupational Therapy Australia is here 
to support, connect, and empower you right from 
the start.

See the  benefits of membership and 
sign up today by scanning the QR code 
or by visiting otaus.com.au/
member-benefits.

OTA membership is 
free for students and at 
a special introductory 
rate for new graduates. 

Becoming a member gives you access to exclusive 
opportunities designed to help you grow with 
confidence:

• Access to member-only forums to stay 
informed and connected

• Join Interest Groups to explore your areas of 
interest with like-minded peers

• Enjoy member pricing for CPD to support your 
learning without breaking the bank

• Be part of a national network that advocates 
for your profession 

Why join OTA?
As part of your AHPRA registration, you’ll need to 
complete 20 hours of CPD each year –  and OTA 
makes it easy. We o�er CPD across a wide range of 
clinical practice areas, plus essential non-clinical 
skills to support everything that happens behind 
the scenes.

Whether you want to build clinical skills, navigate 
the workplace, or connect with others in the field, 
we’ve got something for you.

Join today and make the most of your early career 
with the support of your professional community.

Keep learning, keep growing

CPD is not just a requirement—it’s a key part of 
staying confident and competent in your role. OTA 
o�ers a wide range of learning opportunities 
tailored to early career OTs, including:

• Live online sessions

• On-demand CPD library – learn when it suits you

• Face-to-face workshops and conferences for 
deeper learning and connection
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Poster displays

Pillar 
location

Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

1 266 Kieva Richards
Exploring first year occupational therapy students’ 
perspectives of an On-Country experience

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people/communities

Qualitative 
Research

1 552
Marielle Turner

Helen Harrington
Culturally responsive occupational therapy - small 
ripple effects

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people/communities

Other

1 376
Najat Alhaizan

Sanetta Du Toit
Scoping review: Culturally appropriate care for 
migrant Arab elders in care settings

Ageing well Review Paper

2 334
Heather Block

Alison Dymmott
Outcomes of home modifications for community 
dwelling middle-older aged adults

Ageing well Review Paper

2 421
Anne-Maree 
Caine

Seeking the views of Australian residential aged care 
residents: A scoping review

Ageing well Review Paper

2 481 Anne Cusick
Occupational therapy practice in emergency 
departments: A scoping review

Ageing well Review Paper

2 548 Anne Cusick
Integrating evidence into person centred falls 
prevention though shared decision making

Ageing well
Qualitative 
Research

3 501
Catherine 
Devanny

Every picture tells a story: Selecting images for a 
dementia e-course

Ageing well Practice Note

3 442 Hannah Forbes
Health and wellbeing in intergenerational 
interactions: Umbrella review of conceptualisation 
and measurement

Ageing well Review Paper

3 543 Judith George
Exploring home safety risk assessment tools for 
telehealth use in occupational therapy

Ageing well
Qualitative 
Research

3 582 Rohan Lai
Obstacles to prolong active workforce engagement - 
A scoping review

Ageing well Review Paper

4 399
Yanlin Li

Susan Brandis
A scoping review: Occupation-based activities to 
improve balance in at-risk older adults

Ageing well Review Paper

4 32
Lynette 
Mackenzie

General practitioners’ approaches to fall prevention: 
Opportunities for collaboration and connection

Ageing well
Quantitative 
Research

4 489
Jessica McKinley

Carina Hartley
Occupational therapy first point of contact clinic: 
Supporting geriatric wait-lists

Ageing well Other

4 558
Jessica Moller

Sarah Smith
"AvailABLE" A care model maximising access to rural 
community occupational therapy services

Ageing well Practice Note

5 109 Alison Pighills
Implementation: Best practice occupational 
therapist-led environmental assessment and 
modification to prevent falls  

Ageing well
Quantitative 
Research

5 244 Emma Tan Ageing with spinal cord injury – A scoping review Ageing well Review Paper

5 97 Bill Wong
Assisting autistic adults navigating older adulthood- 
What can OT profession do?

Ageing well Other

5 524 Sze Ming Wu
Older adults' digital literacy and perspectives on 
smartphone use for home assessment

Ageing well
Qualitative 
Research

6 258 Weihong Zhang
Fall-related gait characteristics and their association 
with cognitive impairment

Ageing well
Quantitative 
Research

6 415 Renee Keny
The impact of artificial intelligence and technology on 
school-based occupational therapists

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Practice Note
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Pillar 
location

Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

6 112
Pamela Maryse 
Arndt

Engaging with providers: Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs complex home modification specification 
checklists

Assistive technology/adaptive 
equipment/ environmental 
modifications

Qualitative 
Research

6 119 Laila Bar
Occupational therapists’ perceptions about a clinical 
decision-aid improving adherence to compression 
stockings

Assistive technology/adaptive 
equipment/ environmental 
modifications

Qualitative 
Research

7 81 Sarah Collison
The only way is up - Vertical lift success  
in the NDIS

Assistive technology/adaptive 
equipment/ environmental 
modifications

Other

7 297
Libby Callaway

Natasha Layton

Assistive technology and progressive conditions: 
Scoping international clinical guidelines to inform 
practice

Assistive technology/adaptive 
equipment/ environmental 
modifications

Review Paper

7 623 Christina Wyatt
Building capability: The development of OTA’s 
Capability Frameworks - From concept to 
implementation 

Assistive technology/adaptive 
equipment/ environmental 
modifications

Practice Note

7 89
Michael 
Desrosiers

Cindy Jaeger

Enhancing acute care with group therapy: Maximizing 
OT resources and patient outcomes

Cancer/ palliative care Other

8 302 Mary Whitehead
How should we codesign? Considerations from 
hospital based health services

Cancer/ palliative care
Mixed Methods 
Research

8 591 Lyn Crossley
Arthritis: Answering the big questions. Addressing 
barriers in regional community health education

Community level practice/
community development

Other

8 590 Lyn Crossley Inclusive Practice: Why literacy matters 
Community level practice/
community development

Other

8 171 Ngoc Tung Do
Community-based home modifications for 
individuals with disabilities by VNAH

Community level practice/
community development

Mixed Methods 
Research

9 354 April Friend
Evaluation of a novel Hospital in the Home (HITH) 
allied health service

Community level practice/
community development

Quantitative 
Research

9 236 Makoto Otaki
Physical activity status of the elderly who gather at 
resident-oriented places

Community level practice/
community development

Quantitative 
Research

9 366 Amanda Walker
AlertABLE: Practice learnings of a personal alarm 
group education and clinic model

Community level practice/
community development

Practice Note

9 561
Francesca Avidan

Susan Brandis
Patient reported experience measures in paediatrics: 
A scoping review

Consumer Perspective Review Paper

10 486 Margo Coffey
Value-based health care: Commercially available 
virtual reality games in hand therapy  

Consumer Perspective
Mixed Methods 
Research

10 439
Jorja Greenwood

Louise 
Gustafsson

Inclusive tourism experiences of people with spinal 
cord injury: A photovoice study

Consumer Perspective
Qualitative 
Research

10 434 Kitty-rose Foley
National centre of excellence in intellectual disability 
health: implications for occupational therapists

Disability, policy and practice
Mixed Methods 
Research

10 410 Renee Keny
Insights from the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act Framework for educational equity

Disability, policy and practice Practice Note

11 24 Tracey Parnell
Integrating lived experience in health professional 
education to promote accessibility and inclusivity

Disability, policy and practice
Qualitative 
Research

11 182
Rebecca Rae-
Hodgson

A different kind of rest: Management, movement and 
meditation for ME/CFS

Disability, policy and practice Practice Note

11 192 Kimberly Charlton
Manual wheelchair training: Exploring perceptions 
of wheelchair users and trainers with chronic or 
progressive conditions

Driving/ community mobility
Qualitative 
Research

11 523
Nicole de la 
Perrelle

Application of neuroplasticity principles in driver 
rehabilitation for people with neurological conditions

Driving/ community mobility Other



31st National Conference and Exhibition   •   OTAUS 2025 Program and Exhibition Guide 26

Pillar 
location

Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

12 482 Margo Coffey
An investigation into the barriers and enablers for 
occupational therapists ordering medical imaging

Economic evaluation/cost-
effectiveness

Other

12 330 Janice Mckeever
A reimagined workplace, developing an employee 
value proposition to address workforce challenges

Economic evaluation/cost-
effectiveness

Practice Note

12 587
Brita Padoms

Allison Farley
Predictive workforce planning in occupational 
therapy

Economic evaluation/cost-
effectiveness

Mixed Methods 
Research

12 521
Abdulrahman 
Binjuwayr

Functional cognition and occupational therapy 
neurorehabilitation in Arabic-speaking populations: 
A scoping review

Emerging practice areas Other

13 114
Jane Gibson

Annalise  
O’Callaghan

Colabs for counselling: Students as partners in 
designing a new assessment

Emerging practice areas
Qualitative 
Research

13 406 Ms Linda Horgan The Chill Zone @IMART: immersive inclusion for all Emerging practice areas Practice Note

13 135 Sia Horrobin
'Skills for Independence' courses: Exploring change 
for participants with spinal cord injury

Emerging practice areas
Qualitative 
Research

13 360 Maria O'Reilly
Intergenerational programs for aged care residents 
living with dementia: A scoping review

Emerging practice areas Review Paper

14 85 Claire Pearce
An integrative review of the allied health assistant 
workforce in Australia

Emerging practice areas Review Paper

14 201
Libbie Rowley-
James

Developing the paediatric occupational therapy role 
in emergency departments:  
A scoping review

Emerging practice areas Review Paper

14 268
Amanda Shields

Rosemary Gospel
Enhancing occupational therapy practice through 
virtual reality: A collaborative approach

Emerging practice areas Practice Note

14 405
Bronwyn 
Simpson

A novel program with an explicit focus on well-being: 
Critical elements

Emerging practice areas
Qualitative 
Research

15 43 Heather So
Occupational therapists’ understandings of 
spirituality: Breaking taboo

Emerging practice areas
Qualitative 
Research

15 566
Clare Batkin

Nicole de la 
Perrelle

Saving new graduate OTs: How graduates, academics 
and employers can help

Entrepreneurship/business 
development

Practice Note

15 264 Adam Lo
Disaster recovery mental health - Supporting 
individuals, families and community capacity 
development

First responders and disaster 
recovery

Practice Note

15 472 Tracey Parnell Supporting the occupation of parenting post-disaster
First responders and disaster 
recovery

Mixed Methods 
Research

16 263 Adam Lo
Arts on our mind - PEOP Model, arts and mental 
health

Health promotion/ population 
health

Mixed Methods 
Research

16 475
Kerri-Anne Von 
Deest

Stefan Dellinger

Occupational therapy students’ perceptions about 
their capabilities for practicing cultural safety 

Health promotion/ population 
health

Mixed Methods 
Research

16 440 Nicole Amery
Supporting neurodivergent mothers:  
A structured peer support program 

Infants, children and families Practice Note

16 123 Jacqui Edwards
Family-centred occupational therapy: What do 
therapists and low-socioeconomic families value?

Infants, children and families
Qualitative 
Research

17 69 Ainsley Harben
Social competence interventions for children with 
developmental vulnerability: A systematic review 

Infants, children and families Review Paper

17 36
Berenice 
Johnston

Efficacy of a prewriting intervention –  
The findings of a pilot RCT

Infants, children and families
Quantitative 
Research
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Pillar 
location

Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

17 539
Ann Kennedy-
Behr

Happy cards: Finding out what brings  
children joy

Infants, children and families Practice Note

17 536
Ann Kennedy-
Behr

Clinical utility of the Child Play and Playfulness 
Questionnaire (CPPQ)

Infants, children and families
Mixed Methods 
Research

18 370
Rhyannah 
Lesleighter

Let’s talk about toileting: An early intervention 
toileting group program 

Infants, children and families Practice Note

18 378
Tess Baldwin

Sophie Neill
Massage me! A systematic review of sensory 
strategies for self-regulation

Infants, children and families Review Paper

18 9 Michelle Newby
Relationships between sensory reactivity and 
occupational performance in paediatric acute-onset 
neuropsychiatric syndrome

Infants, children and families
Quantitative 
Research

18 181
Annalise 
O’Callaghan

PICA: What is the role of occupational therapy? A 
scoping review 

Infants, children and families Review Paper

19 593
Juliet Ryan

Lisa Clark
Paediatric private practice: Translating evidence 
based practice into clinic rooms

Infants, children and families Practice Note

19 45 Liora Sher
Relationship between sensory processing and 
neurotypical children's play time: An exploratory study

Infants, children and families
Quantitative 
Research

19 296

Natalie 
Sutherland-
Stevens

Laura Burritt

Unlocking imagination: A scoping review 
investigating educators’ facilitating play in young 
children

Infants, children and families Review Paper

19 17
Kimberley 
Ackland

A conceptual model to implement and support 
occupational therapy student service-learning 
placements

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Other

20 188
Wan Ying Felicia 
Ang

Understanding the student volunteering experience 
of assisting a clinical research study

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Qualitative 
Research

20 33
Michael 
Desrosiers

Acute care excellence through OT and OTA 
collaboration

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Other

20 379 Sanetta Du Toit
Meaningful engagement of CaLD community 
dwelling older adults - Expanding social networks

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

20 326 Jessica Levick
Scope of practice: Leisure participation in 
occupational therapy, recreation therapy and nursing

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Qualitative 
Research

21 567
Jacqueline 
Wesson

Pilot study of a computerised Instrumental Activities 
of Daily Living (IADL) assessment

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Quantitative 
Research

21 38
Asmita 
Mudholkar

Allied health students' placement experience in a 
rural primary health care setting 

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Qualitative 
Research

21 283 Ryan Visser
Contemporary interventions for resilience of allied 
health students: A scoping review 

Interprofessional practice/
Trans-disciplinary practice

Review Paper

21 554
Becca Allchin

Bronwyn Sanders
Building monitoring and evaluation frameworks 
using occupational therapy student projects 

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

22 205
Kerry Anderson 
Kay

Designing a best-practice model of care for 
prolonged disorders of consciousness rehabilitation

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Other

22 117 Laila Bar
A decision-aid impacts occupational therapy practice 
to improve patient compression stocking adherence

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Quantitative 
Research

22 470 Lauren Christie
Therapists' experiences using online learning to 
support telehealth delivery of CIMT

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research
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Pillar 
location

Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

22 320 Anne Cusick
Toolkit to support evidence-based selection of 
handwriting assessments by occupational therapists

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Other

23 197
Sharon Neale

Ellen Druce

Functional Autonomy Measurement System – 
implementation feasible in inpatient occupational 
therapy?   

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

23 565
Bianca Furmston

Alicia Devlin

A consistent evidence-based approach to 
occupational therapy for patients with pressure 
injuries 

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Quantitative 
Research

23 528 Jessica Gatenby
Development of a clinical care pathway for patients 
with Functional Neurological Disorder 

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

23 308 Laura Jolliffe
Strategies used to scale-up implementation of 
evidence-based rehabilitation interventions: a 
scoping review

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Review Paper

24 436 Krystal Kunig
Is the Home Support Needs Assessment useful for 
Home Care Package planning?

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

24 348

Gemma O’Brien

Karina Lewis

Molly Parry

Evaluating the impact of acute encephalitis on 
cognition: An audit of practice

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Other

24 52
Tracey Parnell

Elsie de Klerk
Evidence-informed practice: A framework to guide 
clinicians working with students on placement

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Other

24 280 Alison Pighills
Context is key: Implementing occupational therapist-
led environmental assessment and modification for 
falls  

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Qualitative 
Research

25 393 Loren Pordage
Using the Allen Cognitive Level Screen, 6th edition in 
aged care facilities

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Qualitative 
Research

25 138 Miia Rahja
Family carers' experiences in residential care:  
A consumer-led qualitative inquiry

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Qualitative 
Research

25 526
Amanda Smith

Scott Weeks
Family and practitioner perceptions of allied health, 
culturally diverse children’s services

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Review Paper

25 562 Courtney Steel
Barriers and facilitators to paid work for Australians 
living with Myasthenia Gravis

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Quantitative 
Research

26 277
Susan Darzins

Tamara Tse

Identifying relevant and context-specific outcomes 
measures for occupational therapy services: A 
protocol

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

26 401
Sathya 
Viswanathan

Supporting older adults in enacting informed choice: 
An occupational therapist’s role

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Qualitative 
Research

26 111
Jacqueline 
(Jacqui) 
Wheatcroft

Enhancing hospital-based wheelchair and seating 
processes using implementation science

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

26 200
Jacqueline 
(Jacqui) 
Wheatcroft

Adapting and operationalising spinal cord injury 
guidelines to support inpatient OT practice

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Qualitative 
Research

27 101
Amy Woods

Jocelyn Kernot
Co-creation in action: Developing evidence 
summaries and improving OT knowledge transfer

Knowledge translation/
bringing evidence into 
practice

Practice Note

27 174
Sam Aquilina

Pamela Meredith
An extensive study of adults with psychosocial 
disability in regional Queensland

Mental health/ mental illness 
and recovery

Quantitative 
Research
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Pillar 
location

Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

27 83 Michelle Fair
Mindfulness and university health student wellbeing 
and learning outcomes: A scoping review

Mental health/ mental illness 
and recovery

Review Paper

27 39 Pamela Meredith
Sensory sensitivity, attachment, and disordered 
eating among women

Mental health/ mental illness 
and recovery

Quantitative 
Research

28 30
Rebecca Rae-
Hodgson

Supporting engagement: Lived experience feedback 
on neurodiversity affirming practice in mental health

Mental health/ mental illness 
and recovery

Other

28 282 Desley Simpson
Student resilience matters: Mixed methods research 
exploring occupational therapy student resilience

Mental health/ mental illness 
and recovery

Mixed Methods 
Research

28 476 Kahlia Paech
Best practice suicide risk assessment in the adult 
population: A scoping review

Mental health/ mental illness 
and recovery

Review Paper

28 432
Rachel Assetta

Shelley Brown
Timely assessment and management of upper limb 
spasticity in newly acquired tetraplegia

Musculoskeletal/hand 
therapy

Qualitative 
Research

29 447 Lauren Christie
Patient outcomes and satisfaction with hospital 
outpatient hand therapy: Mixed methods study

Musculoskeletal/hand 
therapy

Mixed Methods 
Research

29 531
Professor Anne 
Cusick

Handwriting performance of occupational therapy 
undergraduate students:  
An observational cohort study

Musculoskeletal/hand 
therapy

Quantitative 
Research

29 424 Karina Lewis
Translating evidence into practice:  
A collaborative approach to managing hand injuries

Musculoskeletal/hand 
therapy

Other

29 72 Shannon Kara
Nature and neurodiversity: A lifelong connection for 
adults

Neurodiversity and 
neurodivergence

Practice Note

30 284 Jesse Charteris
Sensory preferences and seeking out high-risk 
leisure occupations: A scoping review 

Neurodiversity and 
neurodivergence

Review Paper

30 551
Marielle Turner

Allanah Seary
The role of whiteness in neurodiversity affirming 
practice

Neurodiversity and 
neurodivergence

Other

30 368 Jade Glascott
Evidence-based practices and decision-making for 
upper limb rehabilitation after traumatic brain injury

Neurosciences
Quantitative 
Research

30 261 Janelle Griffin
Use and role of technology following acquired brain 
injury 

Neurosciences
Mixed Methods 
Research

31 416 Grace Lyell
Using neurorehabilitation evidence in practice: The 
perspectives of occupational therapists 

Neurosciences
Qualitative 
Research

31 467
Josephine 
Masciantonio

Janette Dunn

Healing ourselves, healing others: Innovative 
occupational therapy practice in chronic illness

Neurosciences Practice Note

31 385
Natalie McSwan

Judy Ranka
A sustainable approach to addressing functional 
cognition using the PRPP method

Neurosciences Practice Note

31 321
Leann Butler

Lauren De Lyster
New graduate transition to practice

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Other

32 395 Wen Yan Chen
Building skills through clinical training programs - An 
early-career occupational therapist's experience

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Other

32 428
Renee Gunn

Sarah Newton

Occupational therapy pre-rotation transition 
program: New graduate support into tertiary 
healthcare

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Other

32 319 Hui-Yun Hsueh
Facilitating clinical growth of newly-graduated 
occupational therapists using a structural learning 
model

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Other

32 285
Jaime Jenkinson

Jess Sudholz
Occupational identity in mental health occupational 
therapy graduates via community of practice

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Practice Note

33 418 Hayley Mudge
Establishment of an occupational therapy clinical 
facilitator role within a tertiary hospital

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Other



31st National Conference and Exhibition   •   OTAUS 2025 Program and Exhibition Guide 30

Pillar 
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Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

33 28
Huynh Ngoc Mai 
Tram Nguyen

Survey on occupational therapy practice in Vietnam
New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Quantitative 
Research

33 535 Penny Smith
From clinician to leader: Supporting occupational 
therapists to transition into supervisory roles

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Other

33 427
Mitchelle Trezise

Dani Gyss

Enhancing education, training and support to 
occupational therapy workforce through dedicated 
roles

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Practice Note

34 154 Bill Wong
Maximizing untapped potential from neurodivergent 
OT students and practitioners

New graduate/early career 
transition to practice

Practice Note

34 335 Stacey George
Experiences and effectiveness of occupational 
therapy interventions delivered in the acute setting

Occupational rehabilitation Review Paper

34 336 Tim O'Connor
Effects of occupational therapy post stroke upper 
limb rehabilitation: A scoping review

Occupational rehabilitation Review Paper

34 96 Liem Trinh
New established multidisciplinary approach for 
Stroke survivors: An occupational therapy case report

Occupational rehabilitation Practice Note

35 191
Tracey Partridge-
Tricker

Occupation based practice to facilitate recovery from 
psychological trauma: A scoping review

Occupational science Review Paper

35 98
Karina Dancza

Corrine Hoo
Supporting supervisors with the PLUS Framework: 
Adapting for cultural sensitivity

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Qualitative 
Research

35 349 Gretel Evans
Expertise in student supervision on clinical 
placement: Conceptions from a phenomenographic 
study

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Qualitative 
Research

35 322 Linda Furness
Moving forward: Exploring failure to facilitate success 
in occupational therapy students 

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Mixed Methods 
Research

35 391 Leah Jenkins
Community-dwelling stroke survivors’ perspectives of 
students delivering CIMT in a group setting

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Qualitative 
Research

36 344 Cheryl Kotzur
Leading the group: Student and clinician 
perspectives of a student-led group-based program

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Qualitative 
Research

36 357 Maria O'Reilly
Health Connect: Facilitating interprofessional allied 
health education at a regional university

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Mixed Methods 
Research

36 400
Merrolee Penman

Grace Zeng
Changing the practice education landscape through 
evidence based accreditation standards

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Other

36 253 Desley Simpson
Embracing diversity through flipped classrooms: 
Recommendations to create skilled allied health 
practitioners

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Mixed Methods 
Research

37 455 Yi-Ching Wang
Development of a GPT-based rater for assessment 
and training of empathic skills

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Quantitative 
Research

37 512
Ellice Willcourt

Sandra Mortimer
The transformative power of therapeutic 
communication

Occupational therapy 
education (Tertiary education 
of OT’s)

Practice Note

37 133 Janelle Gullan
Meaning making for mothers: Empowerment by 
shifting to dimensions of occupational experience 

Perinatal transitions and 
maternal health

Practice Note

37 194 Janelle Gullan
Rite of passage to support health outcomes for 
mothers: A systematic review 

Perinatal transitions and 
maternal health

Review Paper

38 394
Megan 
McClenaghan

Pamela Meredith

Parental sensory processing patterns and parenting: 
A systematic review

Perinatal transitions and 
maternal health

Review Paper
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Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

38 219 Lucinda Watson
Standardised outcome measures:  
A systematic review of instruments identifying 
patients’ participation restrictions 

Primary health care Review Paper

38 274 Rachel Levett
The unspoken occupational disruption following 
intimate partner betrayal

Psychosocial Practice Note

38 441
Yaser 
Mohammad

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) from another 
perspective: Black Box Theatre project

Psychosocial
Mixed Methods 
Research

39 488
Kerry Anderson 
Kay

Implementing Tyromotion Myro into technology-
enabled rehabilitation within occupation therapy 
inpatient rehabilitation practice

Rehabilitation Practice Note

39 204
Kerry Anderson 
Kay

Evaluation of a novel rehabilitation framework for 
prolonged disorders of consciousness

Rehabilitation
Mixed Methods 
Research

39 18 Libby Callaway
Occupational therapy in adult rehabilitation of 
persistent post-concussion symptoms:  
A scoping review

Rehabilitation Review Paper

39 479

Kylie English

Carrie Mccallum

Rebecca Nicks

Promoting best practices in cognitive assessment for 
stroke patients

Rehabilitation
Quantitative 
Research

40 408 Blaze Ireland
Sex-positive sexuality post-spinal cord injury: A 
systematic review and qualitative metasynthesis

Rehabilitation Review Paper

40 209 Sally Day
Falls After Stroke Trial (FAST): habit formation, 
occupation and falls prevention post-stroke

Rehabilitation
Mixed Methods 
Research

40 193 Caroline Jacobs
Optimising referral processes for occupational 
therapy in a bed-substitution service

Rehabilitation
Mixed Methods 
Research

40 167 Cheryl Kotzur
Running groups for community-dwellers with ABI: 
Perspectives of private practice OTs

Rehabilitation
Qualitative 
Research

41 301 Jacki Liddle
Acute upper limb splinting practices with people with 
tetraplegia post-spinal cord injury

Rehabilitation Review Paper

41 223 Jacki Liddle
What is working well in the occupational therapy 
department?  An appreciative inquiry

Rehabilitation
Qualitative 
Research

41 490 Diego Saoud
"Rhythm2Recovery”:  Drumming for people with 
mental health conditions in rehabilitation inpatient 
settings

Rehabilitation
Quantitative 
Research

41 507 Kaitlyn Spiteri
Using animal-assisted therapy to promote patient 
goal attainment in occupational therapy

Rehabilitation
Mixed Methods 
Research

42 143

Anne Vu

Caitlyn Simon

Rachel Phillips

Exploring use of upper limb outcome measures with 
community rehabilitation clients

Rehabilitation
Mixed Methods 
Research

42 49 Gemma Wall
Occupation-based interventions in the hospital 
setting: a systematic review

Rehabilitation Review Paper

42 356
Rheece Campbell

Stacey Rogers
AdaptABLE – Getting rural waitlists moving with 
assistive technology clinics

Rural and remote practice Other

42 499 Alison Dymmott
Growing our own: A place-based occupational 
therapy degree for rural communities 

Rural and remote practice
Mixed Methods 
Research

43 564
Leung Ka Ho 
Marco

Susan Brandis

Digital technologies to provide occupational therapy 
home assessments: A scoping review

Rural and remote practice Review Paper

43 270 Nathalie Collins
Occupational therapy and pelvic exenteration: 
Mapping the current literature

Scope of practice – e.g. 
Advanced, emerging or 
changing scope of practice

Mixed Methods 
Research
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Paper 
number

Presenting author 
name(s) Paper title Key words Research type

43 218 Lola Hammond
Interventions for functional and cosmetic outcomes 
in post-burn eyelid ectropion treatment

Scope of practice – e.g. 
Advanced, emerging or 
changing scope of practice

Review Paper

43 577
Skye Kembery

Sharon Alexis
‘The juggle’: Returning to work after having children

Scope of practice – e.g. 
Advanced, emerging or 
changing scope of practice

Practice Note

44 195
Julie Hughes

Wendy Milgate
What role can occupational therapy intervention have 
in managing severe myalgic encephalomyelitis?

Scope of practice – e.g. 
Advanced, emerging or 
changing scope of practice

Qualitative 
Research

44 420 Katrina Pacey
Occupational deprivation and occupational therapy 
in behaviour support

Scope of practice – e.g. 
Advanced, emerging or 
changing scope of practice

Practice Note

44 465
Leanne van 
Diemen

The occupational therapy role in acute psychiatric 
inpatient units 

Scope of practice – e.g. 
Advanced, emerging or 
changing scope of practice

Mixed Methods 
Research

44 275
Mary Butler

Merenia Vince
Well-doing: An ordinary treasure

Using technologies for 
participation

Other

45 580
Nicole de la 
Perrelle

Outcomes and experiences of wheelchair accessible 
vehicles for drivers with spinal injury

Using technologies for 
participation

Other

45 295 Tenelle Hodson
Addressing the unknown of hospital to home: Co-
design of a technology solution

Using technologies for 
participation

Qualitative 
Research

45 276 Tiffany Hurwitz
Motor neurone disease: Living in place with AT 
solutions

Using technologies for 
participation

Other

45 290 Jessica Levick
Podcasts and vignettes: A review of alternative 
learning and teaching methods

Using technologies for 
participation

Review Paper

46 387
Hiu Yan Rowena 
Low

Susan Brandis

Transition care patients’ perceptions of using 
smartphones to support safe discharge home

Using technologies for 
participation

Qualitative 
Research

46 485 Rebecca Seeney
Scoping technology use in outpatient brain injury 
rehabilitation services 

Using technologies for 
participation

Mixed Methods 
Research

46 374 Megan Trevethan
Enhancing health knowledge in cancer-related 
lymphoedema: Exploring change through real-time 
imaging  

Using technologies for 
participation

Mixed Methods 
Research

46 125 Nadine Milgate
The role of occupational therapy during 
perimenopause and menopause

Women’s health and wellbeing Practice Note

47 313
Shinead Borkovic

Hannah Slootjes
Enhancing women’s health through occupational 
therapy leadership and a feminist lens

Women’s health and wellbeing
Qualitative 
Research

47 159 Alyce Svensk
Caregiver capacity—Adjusting your approach to meet 
the needs of families

Youth and adolescents Practice Note

47 160 Alyce Svensk
Contracting and informed consent—Establishing 
clear therapy pathways and expectations in 
paediatrics

Youth and adolescents Practice Note
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June 23–
24, 2026
Brisbane 
Convention 
and Exhibition 
Centre

Save the 
date!

Register your interest by 
scanning the QR code or visit 
bit.ly/45ibcAm. 
Please note, you will need to 
create a new login, separate to 
your OTA login, to register.

In 2026, OTX returns as Australia’s premier professional development 
conference dedicated to occupational therapists 
in clinical practice.

Gather in Brisbane for two days of inspiration and collaboration 
with OTs and experts from across the profession.

Together we will share ideas, consider the latest approaches,
and develop user-centric, creative practice solutions.

Interest 
Groups

To learn more, scan 
the QR code or visit 
otaus.com.au/
interest-groups

We bring members together through our national 
and state-based interest groups. Members can 
join interest groups via OTA communities and 
engage with experienced practitioners and 
emerging best practice advice.

Some of our Interest Groups include:

•  Assistive Technology

•  Driving

•  Environmental and 
Home Modifications

•  Mental Health

•  Dementia

•  Rehabilitation 
and Work

•  Paediatrics

•  And more!
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Exhibition hours
The exhibition will be open daily at 
the following times:

8am - 5pm

8am - 5pm

8am - 1:30pm

Wednesday, 25th June

Thursday, 26th June

Friday, 27th June

Booth Organisation name

134 ACDMWeb

75 Acorn Stairlifts

118 ActivOT

101 Aidacare

90 Aon

24 Australian Catholic University

119 Australian Volunteers Program

74 Autism CRC

13 Avant Innovations

116 Behn Client Transfer Solutions

9 Benchmark Rehab

117 Better Rehab

20 Brazier Mobility

83 Canterbury Concepts

120 Casepro AI

132 Charleeboo

1 Dal Brands

106 Department of Home Affairs

49 Department of Veterans' Affairs

109 Disability Safe Seating Solutions

60 DU Chair

86 eMHPrac

110 Encourage OT

56 Equality of Life Australia

100 Equipsy

87 Everyday Independence

130 Fabb - Feel a bit better

77 Finch Healthcare

93 Flair Office Furniture Fitouts

108 g.tec medical engineering GmbH

Booth Organisation name

73 Hand Rail Industries

125 Harmonie Health

7
headspace National Youth Mental 
Health Foundation

12 Healthport

88-89 HospEquip

58 Independent Living Specialists

23 Indigo

82 INS Lifeguard

133 Jacqui Barfoot

121 Kabloom Wellbeing

124 Keystone Healthcare

53 Kid Link OT

102 Lencare

79-81 LiveLife Alarms

126 MACA

85 Maurice Blackburn

78 Medimart

95-96 MePACS Personal Alarm Service

61 National 360

111 Nature OT

131 Nell Harris

54 Neurotek TPC

62 NextSense

94 Nimbus Health

OTA Occupational Therapy Australia

84 Office For Autism

10 Onlife

65-66, 
69-70

Para Mobility Pty Ltd

59 Pegasus AI

Booth Organisation name

63 Performance Health

113 Placeable Solutions

25 PolySpine

11 Prudence OT

91 Queensland Corrective Services

64 Restorative Therapies

26 ReturnToWorkSA

52 Royal Rehab Group

104 SA Health

27 Scanning Pens Australia

128 Sleek Teeth Whitening

123 Splose

129 Succeed Practice Management 

57 TENA

55 The Bidet Shop

22 The Do Network

122 Theratrak

107 Total Health Choice

98-99 Tunstall Healthcare

112 Verve OT Learning

6 Vision Australia

127 WaitOnce

68 WFOT Congress 2026

103
Wicking Dementia Research and 
Education Centre

8 WorkFocus Australia

Exhibitor list
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Stronger 
Together.
We exist to support you at 
every stage in your OT career.

Join or renew today and 
experience the benefits of an 
OTA membership.

We make it easy for you to build skills in 
your area of practice with discounted CPD 
and access to free events.

Learning and development

OTA members support vital work that 
raises awareness of the occupational 
therapy profession. 

Advocacy and advancement

Connect, learn from your peers and build 
your OT community by joining OTA's 
member-only groups and councils. 

Networking

Stay informed on the latest news, sector 
updates and research with access to 
journals and member-only publications. 

Insights

Feel supported in your everyday practice and 
access resources to develop your knowledge 
when you join the OTA community. 

Professional support

To find out more, scan the QR code or go to 
otaus.com.au/member-benefits.


