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What is the Plant Health Student Network?
The PBRI Plant Health Student Network is a global community run for students, by students, established to address a clear need for an early-career network in plant health, plant pathology, and plant biosecurity. The network supports connection, opportunity sharing, and skill development for students and early-career researchers working across the plant health space.
Since its inception in 2022, the network has attracted over 308 students globally through it’s newsletter and 684 followers on LinkedIn. It has evolved through several phases as it has responded to the needs of the community. We began with online meetings with plant health experts and collaborative “Let’s write!” sessions. Since then, it has grown into a community platform that facilitates professional development and shares relevant opportunities. 
Students awarded the 2026 Ritman Scholarship will shape the next phase of the network the next phase of the network, focused on connecting with early-career plant health researchers. Ritman Scholars will be supported to attend the Plant Biosecurity Research Initiative Symposium in May 2026, where they will engage with key industry stakeholders and begin co-leading the network as it continues to grow and strengthen its impact.
Read more about the network here: https://www.planthealthstudentnetwork.com/

	
2026 Ritman Scholarship Application

	

	Student Details

	
Name


	 

	
Email Address


	 
 

	
Phone


	 
 

	
University and Department


	 

	Abstract (300 words)

	Biography (250 words) include your research interests in plant health and why you would like to attend the PBRI Symposium and lead the Plant Health Student Network.

	☐  I confirm I will give a presentation at the PBRI Symposium
 
☐  I confirm I will promote the Plant Health Student Network each quarter for the duration of this scholarship (May 2026 - May 2028). 


	Student’s Name
	Signature 
	Date

	 
	 
	 



	 Student Supervisor Declaration

	Supervisor’s Statement of Support
Provide a brief statement supporting the student’s attendance at this conference and their role leading the Plant Health Student Network (an average of approx. 5 days per year).

	

	☐ I confirm that I approve attendance at the conference and the student’s participation in PBRI network meetings and events.

	 
	 
	 

	Supervisor Name
	Signature 
	Date
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