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Acknowledgement of Country
The  NSW Environment  Protect ion Authority acknowledges  
the  Tradit ional Custodians  of the  land on which we  live  and 
work, honours  the  ancestors  and the  Elde rs  both past  and 
present  and extends  that  respect  to a ll Aborig inal people .

We recognise  Aborig inal peoples ’ spiritua l and cultura l 
connect ion and inhe rent  right  to protect  the  land, wate rs , 
skies  and natura l resources  of NSW. This  connect ion goes  
deep and has  s ince  the Dreaming .

We a lso acknowledge  our Aborig ina l and Torres  St ra it  
Is lande r employees  who are  an integ ra l part  of our dive rse  
workforce , and recognise  the  knowledge  and wisdom 
embedded foreve r in Aborig inal and Torres  St ra it  Is lande r 
custodianship of Country and culture .



Setting the scene:
• Waste  management  context  in NSW
• What is  EfW?
• NSW EfW framework
• Facilit ie s  in place  and in the  pipe line

Work underway
• EfW Framework Review - Opt ions  Pape r

Next  s teps
• Options  pape r – recommendat ions
• Work to assess  and advise  on new proposals
• Bette r informat ion for community

Ene rgy from Waste  in NSW



What is Energy from Waste 
(EfW)?
• Waste  that  is  the rmally t reated to recove r the  embodied ene rgy 

in that  mate ria l
• Energy can be  recove red as  heat  or as  a  solid, liquid or gaseous  

fue l 
• Outputs  can be  used to gene rate  e lect ricity or used in 

machine ry, vehicles  and industria l processes
  



Waste Management in NSW
• Range  of init iat ives  - minimise  waste , maximise  recycling
• Waste  Less  Recycle  More , waste  levy, Return and Earn, 

community recycling  centres
• Current ly recycle  about  two thirds  of our waste
• NSW 20-year waste  s t rategy – WASM

• Energy from Waste  (EfW) is  a  leg it imate  res idual waste  
management  opt ion

• EfW facilit ie s  are  needed to he lp meet  the  State’s  re s idual 
waste  disposal needs  ove r the  next  two decades

• EfW can add dive rs ity and res ilience  to our system
  



NSW EfW Framework
• The NSW Government  supports  the rmal ene rgy 

recovery as  a  res idual waste  management  opt ion
• Protect ion of the  Environment  Operat ions  (Genera l) 

Regulat ion 2022 
• Prohibits  the  the rmal t reatment  of waste  that  involves  or 

re sults  in ene rgy recove ry
• Except ions  to the  prohibit ion - nominated precincts , e lig ible  

waste  fue ls , replacing  le ss  environmenta lly sound fue l
• Excludes  some the rmal waste  process ing  act ivit ie s  not  

cons ide red to be  EfW 





NSW EfW Framework



NSW EfW Framework
• Energy from Waste  Policy Statement

• Technical requirements  for an EfW facility including  a ir 
emiss ions  limits  and monitoring  requirements

• Must  demonstrate  supply of feedstock in accordance  with 
the  resource  recove ry crite ria

• Robust  planning  assessment  framework
• Thorough assessment  required from proponents
• Advice  from key agencies , including  EPA
• Public consultat ion 



EfW  Facilit ie s  in NSW
• Veolia  “Woodlawn Eco-Precinct  Advanced Ene rgy Recove ry 

Centre” proposal – current ly unde r assessment . Up to 38 0,000 
tonnes  pe r year of re s idual waste . 

• Tribe  Infrast ructure  Group “Parkes  Ene rgy Recove ry” proposal – 
not  yet  in planning  system. Est imated 600,000 tonnes  / year.

• Boral cement  kiln - Bowral 
• Green Dist illat ion Technolog ies  tyre  pyrolys is  facility - Warren



EfW  Framework review
• Options  pape r re leased for 

consultat ion – closes  16  May
• Seeking  feedback on 

poss ible  changes  to the  
EfW framework:

• Changes  to the  precincts
• Changes  to the  definit ion of the rmal 

t reatment
• Changes  to the  except ion re lat ing  to 

powering  industria l or manufacturing  
processes  on s ite



EfW  Opt ions  Pape r
• Precincts  – consult ing  on whethe r:

• Richmond Valley Jobs  Precinct  no longe r ident ified as  a  
priority infrast ructure  area  and the  map revoked. 

• West  Lithgow Precinct  boundaries  extended to include  the  
former Walle rawang  power stat ion and a  map gazetted. 

• A new priority infrast ructure  area  is  e stablished for Tomago 
and a  map gazetted. 

• No changes  to Parkes  Specia l Act ivat ion Precinct  and 
Southe rn Goulburn Mulwaree  Precinct . 



EfW  Opt ions  Pape r
• Definit ion of Thermal Treatment  – consult ing  on:

• Expand the  exclus ions  to a llow processes  that  t reat  waste  to 
produce  ‘like  for like’ products  or inputs  for those  products , 
not  only for plast ic . 

• Expand the  exclus ions  to a llow for processes  that  make  a  
product  that  has  a  clear environmenta l benefit  in line  with 
crite ria  specified in the  regulat ion or guide lines . 



EfW  Opt ions  Pape r
• Change  to except ion for powering  ons ite  indust ria l or 

manufacturing  processes  – consult ing  on:
• Adjust  the  except ion unde r clause  144(4 ) of the  regulat ion to 

enable  the  EPA to cons ide r and a llow proposals  to replace  
liquefied petroleum gas , natura l gas , and liquefied natura l 
gas  with ene rgy recove ry from waste , on a  case -by-case  
bas is . 



Next Steps
• Options  pape r – review subs  and make  recommendat ions

• Over 25 0 submiss ions  to date
• Significant  community and industry inte rest

• Work to assess  and advise  on new proposals
• EPA has  key role  in planning  assessment  and advice
• Ensuring  proposals  are  sound and assessments  are  t ime ly

• Bette r informat ion for community on EfW
• Based on latest  informat ion and studies
• Sound risk communicat ion principles



Thanks.
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