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ABSTRACT
Our world is facing unprecedented challenges with the growing need for affordable, safe and reliable energy whilst progressing towards a lower carbon future. This means the energy industry needs to manage major hazard risks for existing and new process facilities efficiently, to prevent unexpected loss of containment of hazardous materials with detrimental impacts on people and the environment. Every anniversray is an opportunity to learn and prevent the same major accidents from occuring – however are we learning? How are we ensuring that old incidents are revisited and learning shared with the industry? This year  is the 60th anniversary of the Feyzin refinery explosion in France where an uncontrolled release from a propane storage sphere ignited, causing a fire that burned fiercely around the vessel and led to a series of BLEVEs killing 18 people and injuring 81. This disaster was the worst major accident in Western Europe prior to the Flixborough disaster in 1974. It was caused by incorrect manipulation of the drainage valves by an operator which demonstrates how critical human factors are and why they need to be considered early during the design stages to ensure suitable designs of LPG storage spheres and operational practices. This presentation will revisit the circumstances from the Feyzin disaster focusing on human factors, safety in design and leadership to show how these learnings have been or can be transferred to current and emerging technologies.
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Laurence Ledrut is Head of Process Safety at Origin Energy. She has two Masters of Engineering. She is a Fellow and Chartered Professional Engineer with Engineers Australia, Registered Professional Engineer QLD, Functional Safety Engineer, Associate Member of IChemE and Justice of the Peace. She specializes in Chemical Engineering and Process Safety with 20 years of experience leading technical teams and programs across Europe and Pacific. Her experience covers the lifecycle of assets, she brings a practical approach based on stakeholder engagement. She is passionate about building an open learning culture and collaboration to prevent future process safety incidents.
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