
#MEDINFO23@TheInstituteDH

8 – 12 JULY 2023 | SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Technical support services for 
drugs-related information and 
interoperability

Jean Noel Nikiema

Assistant professor@nikiema_jn

Université de Montréal



#MEDINFO23@TheInstituteDH

8 – 12 JULY 2023 | SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

• OCRx is the world's first Drug Ontology fully built 

in compliance with Identification of Medicinal 

Products (IDMP).

• IDMP is a set of ISO standards 

that provide specification for drug description.

Context

http://isotc215-wg6.team/about-idmp/



#MEDINFO23@TheInstituteDH

8 – 12 JULY 2023 | SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Context



#MEDINFO23@TheInstituteDH

8 – 12 JULY 2023 | SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Context



#MEDINFO23@TheInstituteDH

8 – 12 JULY 2023 | SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Context

• In practice, the complexity of biomedical ontologies can sometimes make their utilization 
challenging. Issues have been identified in the literature regarding the consequences of 
inappropriate usage of ontologies to encode health data

• Technical support tools are mandatory
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Methods
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Results
OCRX.CA
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Results

• PaperRx
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Results

• Additional drug information
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Results

• SPARQL endpoint
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Results

• REST API
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Conclusion

• Technical support tools are key factors in the usability of biomedical ontologies

• Those designed around OCRX guarantee optimal use of OCRx by both humans and 
machines.

• Additional updates are currently planned to address stakeholder concerns.


