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Connecting to New Zealand’s most Accessible Playground
The Magical Bridge Trust Playground, opened in late 2023, is celebrated as New Zealand’s most accessible playground, offering inclusive play experiences for people of all ages and abilities.
Located in Hamilton’s Claudelands Park, the playground was initially difficult to access safely. The only existing crossing point was over 500 metres away, effectively isolating the park and making it primarily accessible by car.
Through the Transport Choices Programme, Hamilton City Council delivered a series of wide, smooth, and accessible paths that connect directly to the playground. This included the installation of a new safe crossing point at the western end of the park, significantly improving access for pedestrians, cyclists, and those using mobility aids.
Key features of the project include:
· A signalised crossing equipped with radar technology to detect approaching pedestrians and extend crossing time
· 1 km of 4-metre-wide shared path
· 1 km of separated cycleways, including 100 metres of raised asphalt to protect the roots of several significant trees and preserve the park’s outstanding natural environment
Beyond improving access to the playground, the project has had broader community impacts. It now connects the local mosque to surrounding residential areas and links to Settlement Centre Waikato—a key destination for new migrants to Hamilton.
These new routes have expanded Hamilton’s cycling network, with future projects planned to build on this momentum and further enhance connectivity.
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