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Shaping Resilient Cities: Safe Speed Platforms and People-Centred Movement in Ōtautahi
Creating way safer streets is at the heart of Christchurch City Council’s transport safety programme. We create streets that support not only resilience for the future but also safer, more accessible everyday journeys for everyone. We focus on designing transport networks where people can move freely and confidently, whether walking, cycling, scooting, or driving. 
But as Ōtautahi grows, we need to ask: how can our transport system evolve in ways that support resilience, not just in infrastructure, but in communities too? We’re not just managing today’s challenges; we’re building a system that can withstand future challenges, environmentally, economically, and socially. By bringing together speed management and infrastructure improvements, we aim to reduce harm while enhancing how people experience and share our streets.
Safe speed platforms at high-risk intersections are a key component of this initiative. These interventions encourage safer speeds, which directly decrease the likelihood of severe crashes. So, can physical street design shift driver behaviour in a way that makes meaningful, lasting change? Early results suggest yes. Installed at seven major intersections, safe speed platforms aim to reduce speeds to 30–40 km/h, levels that align with international survivability thresholds. Preliminary data from two Shirley Road intersections, where speeds have dropped by 8–10%, suggest this type of intervention can create safer and more pleasant journeys. 
These high-risk intersections sit within thriving urban centres, with people travelling by all modes to school, the local shops or across the community. These areas are frequently used by children, the elderly and those with visual or mobility challenges, further prioritising the need for increased safety, and for meaningful and lasting change.
This paper explores and evaluates a programme, which is ultimately about fostering resilience, creating way safer streets, and designing a transport system that prioritizes people’s ability to move freely, safely, and sustainably.
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