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Sustainable, climate resilient access for the long term 
Aotearoa New Zealand is experiencing an increasing number of damaging natural weather events which have caused communities and businesses to be cut off for extended periods of time (months), and billions of dollars’ worth of damage to transport assets alone. 
The increasing frequency, severity and repair cost of these events means it no longer makes sense from a financial or asset management perspective to replace transport infrastructure like-for-like, particularly in areas we know are at risk. To do so is economically and socially unsustainable for the communities themselves, local and regional councils, and central government. 
This presentation and paper will look at some recovery and adaptation case studies and share lessons learnt so we can all plan long lived infrastructure for an uncertain future. 
Some of the key learnings we will discuss are:
· We need to change the way we manage our assets and plan infrastructure to respond and recover from climate risks 
· More work needs to be done to promote development and investment in the best (least hazard exposed) places to live, and access to and from these locations needs to be made as resilient as possible. 
· Change is constant and we need to share knowledge and adapt our approaches across the country to ensure we invest smarter and, for example, don’t end up spending money on assets that become stranded before they have realised their economic return
· In high-risk areas we need to implement low-cost solutions that buy us time and ensure the community and asset owners understand the risk
· Adaptation needs to be part of our approach to managing public assets, so we can buy time to plan for, and have, difficult conversations around potential retreat in at risk areas
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