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Streets for People:  working together to build a healthier future
 
Just as we are changing the way we design / reshape streets to be inclusive, safe, and sustainable places, the method of delivering them requires a shift.  The emerging practise of Adaptive Urbanism and its rich participatory focus can have a key role in creating strong foundation for successful implementation of strategic plans.  

The Streets for People 2021-2024 programme supports councils to partner with their communities to create people friendly streets in a timely and responsive way utilising Adaptive Urbanism. The approach provides the opportunity to examine our ways of working, calling for a focus on collaboration internally and externally, and development of more  agile systems and processes, including contributing to legislative changes.  Most of all it highlights the importance of building effective and authentic partnerships, which value the contributions and input of all participants.     

The presentation will explore examples from the current programme, and provides insights derived from the programme’s partnership approach. More collaborative relationships with council teams have offered greater support for best practise, better understanding of system barriers and stronger foundations on which we can meet the targets in the Government’s Emissions Reduction Plan and Road to Zero, New Zealand’s Road Safety Strategy.

 Exploring the practise of Adaptive Urbanism and its defining alignment with long term strategic plans, will differentiate it from tactical urbanism in the deployment of collaboratively designed pilots, pop-ups or interim treatments of council led projects aimed at informing future permanent changes. Proposed street changes can be worked through, and real-time feedback provided, allowing local people to not only experience the benefits of more people friendly streets, sooner but requires cross organisational support.

To scale up, we need to move, work, and learn together, recognising our connected roles in delivering a healthier future, where people and place at the heart of our streets. 
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