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Evaluating land transport infrastructure GHG emissions

	Under the Government Policy Statement for Land Transport 2021, Climate Change is a strategic priority and Waka Kotahi has a key role to play through prioritising its investment decisions funded by the National Land Transport Fund to support the transition to a low carbon land transport system.  This role will be amplified in 2021 when the Climate Change Commission recommends carbon reduction targets across a range of sectors, including transport.  Upcoming changes to the Resource Management Act also require infrastructure projects to assess and address climate change impacts. 

To gear up for this work, Waka Kotahi has developed a process that sets out our expectations and the methodology to measure embodied, operational and enabled carbon emissions from the land transport system.  This paper discusses the approach, methodology and wider implications of addressing enabled carbon generated from the construction, maintenance and use of our land transport system, including emissions from vehicles.

The methodology is based on international best practice and is part of a broader piece of emissions profiling work within Toitū Te Taiao, our Waka Kotahi Sustainability Action Plan.  Once fully implemented this methodology will be critical in helping us baseline our current land transport emissions, support our understanding of the transport contribution required to reach net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and assist infrastructure funding decision making to achieve required emissions reduction outcomes.  
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