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Improving accessibility of trails and campgrounds
New Zealand’s conservation estate includes many campgrounds and walking trails that are at least partially accessible to people of all ages and abilities. Previous work has been done to assess the accuracy of the accessible information provided on the Department of Conservation’s website. However, it is known that some of this information is inaccurate as updates are not always made following weather events and changes to the condition of the experience. 
A smartphone based system was used to conduct a physical audit of over 50 locations against the newly published Recreation Aotearoa outdoor accessibility design guidelines. The data capture included gradient, crossfall, roughness, stair locations, and many other parameters. Photos and descriptions of infrastructure and points of interest particular to the disabled community are automatically generated using AI algorithms and checked by humans through a “tagging” process. Location-specific and a national map display the information, which is also used in a navigation map that enables people to select the experiences most suitable for their particular mobility needs.
The audits informed a prioritised capital programme that describes the improvements required to lower the barriers to participation in the most popular locations.
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