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A Case for Culture In Design 
Its a common sight across New Zealand to see Māori culture integrated in Transport infrastructure. From physical objects like Pouwhenua and street-art to more subtlety, servicing water quality management outcomes. These elements acknowledge mana whenua presence and mātauranga. In all cases they are a unique feature in the infrastructure space that sets Aotearoa apart on the world stage.  
Analysing the benefits of doing more highlights why this remains an important part of the infrastructure puzzle. I am reminded of a whakataukī from Sir James Henare. “Kua tawhiti kē tō haerenga mai, kia kore e haere tonu. He nui rawa ō mahi kia kore e mahi tonu' – 'We have come too far not to go further. We have done too much not to do more'  
Human connectivity to these feastures reminds us that there is a past, a present and a future.   
We have 200 years of lived experience in New Zealand of Western knowledge in Infrastructure Design. A further 800 years of lived experience exists in mātauranga that adds value to and beyond the Pouwhenua and Street art.  
Acknowledging the significant challenges we have in our journey to social and economic prosperity, opening the doors to Māori Design principles through indigenous knowledge and baking that in to  what we do more than doubles the amount of knowledge we have at our fingertips to aid meeting these challenges.  
In my presentation I will explore some of these elements and some examples in projects that highlight the value of what could be termed “Culture in Design”. Such elements as: 
· Environmental outcomes 
· Community inter-generational  wealth creation 
· Resilient Infrastructure  
· Economics on a local the world stage  
· A connected world at a human centric level. 
I will also highlight current and emerging trends showing Iwi appetite and readiness as Infrastructure Investors and will leave you with some ideas on what we in industry need to do to prepare for this reality. This strongly aligns with the Strategy and Planning and Designing Resilient Infrastructure conference themes.
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