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The Wellington Commuter Parking Levy (WCPL)

	The Let’s Get Wellington Moving (LGWM) programme of work includes a feasibility study of a Parking Levy as a travel demand management element of the Travel Behaviour Change package.  A Parking Levy in Wellington would be a first in New Zealand and would be one of only 4 other Parking Levy schemes in the world (Nottingham UK, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth Australia).  
The objectives  of the WCPL are to firstly, achieve a modal shift (with the overall LGWM objective of a 20% reduction in vehicles entering the CBD in the AM peak) thus contributing to a reduction in carbon emissions and secondly, to raise revenue to fund future LGWM public transport and active mode improvements.  The LGWM programme is also an important part of Wellington’s journey to becoming carbon neutral by 2050 with the programme contributing an 18% reduction in emissions within the CBD. 
Our work has involved identifying what the WCPL would look like, its viability, how it fits in with the overall LGWM work packages and how it can be implemented.  Our work has involved surveying commuters’ attitudes to increases in parking costs within the CBD and liaison with key stakeholders.
In this presentation, I will describe how we developed the WCPL including results from the economic and financial modelling as well as implementation pathways including national legislative changes required.  I will present the results in terms of the mode shift which is predicted to arise with the Parking Levy as well as the predicted annual revenue raised from the Parking Levy.  Our work involved considering a wide range of options and I will present key lessons learnt for the implementation of the Levy to ultimately to achieve a long-term change in how people travel in New Zealand’s capital city.
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