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Cambridge Pathway
In response to the growing need for resilient, future-ready transport infrastructure, Waipā District Council has undertaken the Cambridge Pathway project—an ambitious initiative to enhance active mode connectivity and urban mobility in Cambridge. Supported by NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi through the Climate Emergency Relief Fund - Transport Choices initiative, the project delivered a 2.5 km network of protected cycleways and upgraded footpaths, linking key destinations including schools, the Central Business District, and the Te Awa River Ride.
This paper presents the design philosophy and strategic planning underpinning the project, which integrates CROW-based design standards, Safe System principles, and catchment-based demand modelling. The infrastructure is tailored to support aspirational mode share targets of 10% walking and 20% cycling, with bi-directional cycleways designed to accommodate peak volumes of up to 450 cyclists per hour.
Key design features include kerb-separated cycleways, raised safety platform pedestrian crossings, cyclist priority on road crossings, tree root protection, a 130m long boardwalk over an embankment, and a focus on user comfort and safety. The project also addressed challenges such as constrained road corridors, community concerns over parking loss, and the need for inclusive access. Extensive stakeholder engagement and political support were critical to navigating these complexities.
Catchment studies informed facility sizing, demonstrating that a 3.0 m wide bi-directional cycleway is appropriate for current and projected demand. The project exemplifies how targeted investment, evidence-based design, and community collaboration can deliver high-quality infrastructure within a resource-constrained environment.
The Cambridge Pathway project has resulted in demonstrable increases in active transport, in particular, with students cycling to school and elderly gaining improved mobility. Therefore, it offers a replicable model for improving urban mobility through integrated planning and resilient design to enable sustainable growth. It highlights the importance of proactive, inclusive, and technically robust approaches to future-proofing our transport networks.
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