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Vested interests: unhealthy transport policy discourse and the road lobby in Aotearoa New Zealand 
Highlights:
· Well-resourced road lobby groups in New Zealand advocate for policy that sustains car-dependence
· Framing strategies used by the road lobby share similarities with other unhealthy industries
· Transport policymakers must be alert to the influence of commercial vested interests

Background: Decarbonisation of the transport system is critical to climate policy, with major health co-benefits to be gained by reducing car dependence. Despite this knowledge, progress in transport policy is inadequate to protect the health of people and planet. We applied a “commercial determinants of health” approach to question the role of vested interests in transport policy.
Methods: We used qualitative document analysis to describe a sample of road transport organisations and analyse the framing and arguments these organisations used in submissions to national transport and climate change policy consultations.
Results: The examined “road lobby” included organisations representing the automotive, road freight and energy industries. These organisations were well-resourced and engaged in political activities aimed at influencing government policy. They supported policies that promoted private vehicles and related infrastructure whilst opposing the reallocation of funding from roads to low-carbon transport modes and tighter emissions regulations. Submissions used similar framings to those commonly used by other unhealthy industries but with different arguments relating to road safety and transport funding. We identified some “circular policy-blocking arguments” that countered policies designed for mode shift and climate mitigation.
Conclusions and implications for practice: Commercial determinants of health frameworks are a useful guide for action on transport. Transport policymakers must ensure vested interests do not distort policy choices and that decision-making frameworks reflect the short and long-term harms of different transport modes. Further research is needed to determine to what extent the “road lobby” influences policy outcomes, and if other influence techniques are being employed.
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