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Maternal birth injuries – What happened ?? 

Previous cover for ? “ treatment injury “ not NVD

Cover variable – postcode lottery 

Most common accepted injury to mother 

The ACC Perineal Tear Expert Working Group 2019-2020 

Convened by ACC 

Midwives/ researchers/ Obstetricians and gynaecologists/ ACC legal /ACC  treatment advisor / ACC 

principle clinical adviser / ACC treatment safety/ Midwifery advisor COM – 14 in total 

Multiple meetings 

Some debate re agenda 

Literature RV – Cause and mitigators 

Dr Emma Jackson 

FRANZCOG 

NZWIM May 2022
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The ACC Perineal Tear Expert Working Group

• There is strong evidence that Mediolateral Episiotomy prior to vacuum 

extraction or forceps delivery greatly reduces the likelihood of a 3rd or 4th degree 

tear. 

• NNT ventouse 8 primips 18 multips and forceps NNT primps 4 and multips 9 .
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What is treatment injury?

A treatment injury is a personal injury that is not:

• a necessary part of the treatment

• an ordinary consequence of the treatment

• where the patient withheld consent for the treatment

• where the desired results of the treatment have not been 

achieved

• wholly or substantially due to an underlying condition 

(s32).

NB: where the treatment involves a failure or omission the exclusions of necessary part 

or ordinary consequence do not apply

NZWIM May 

2022
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Then this happened ….

Treatment Injury Claim Count by cover decision and cover decision month, July 2019 – April 2021 

Note patterned boxes denote 

less than 4 claimsPublication of ACC guide 
to cover - June 2020

NZWIM May 

2022
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.

and the outcry …..



Submission 

• Extent of cover 
• All inclusive .. ( 2b)

• 2a ( list) /2b( all under definition ) /2c ( foetus definition)

• Women whose injuries predate 1 October 2022 
are excluded from cover

• Timeline beyond 12 mo

• Gap cover/copayments

• Baby ? 

• Equity and consultation 



• Investment in prevention

• Workforce and training issues 
• Drain from Public to “private” in terms of workforce  


