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Abstract:
As we reflect on the theme "Working with what we have – Resilience for the Future," it is vital to recognise that resilience in transportation is not solely about infrastructure, systems, or technology—it is fundamentally about people, not just those working in the sector but for the benefit of communities that we serve.   Māori communitities have for many centuries treasured this resource and we as a profession can learn from the whakataukī "He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata." "What is the most important thing in the world? It is people, it is people, it is people."   
Nearly 25 years ago, the New Zealand Transport Agency (then Transit New Zealand) initiated a visionary investment in human capital by funding the establishment of Masters programmes in Transportation Engineering at the University of Auckland and the University of Canterbury. This initiative responded to a critical skills shortage in the sector and acknowledged the need to cultivate homegrown expertise tailored to New Zealand’s unique transportation challenges. With very minimal annual funding of approximately $250,000 per university, the programmes built significant capacity in training, programmes, courses and education.  NZTA funding ceased in 2017, following a policy shift that repositioned NZTA’s role way from education.
This paper revisits the origins and rationale behind the creation of these programmes, evaluates their long-term outcomes, and explores their influence on transportation practice in New Zealand and the wider Asia-Pacific region. It then assesses the current state of graduate transportation education, identifies emerging skill gaps, and considers the evolving demands of the profession in light of technological advancements and shifting societal needs.
In closing, the paper proposes strategies to future-proof our workforce—ensuring that, even as technologies change, our most valuable resource remains resilient, adaptive, and equipped to meet the challenges ahead.
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