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Medium density housing and transport in New Zealand
Medium density housing is booming in metropolitan New Zealand and starting to emerge in urbanised parts of our districts. This housing approach is helping to address housing shortages and promote more efficient land use. It involves smaller units on smaller sites and residential developments that accommodate multiple housing units per land area. 
Integrated with these developments are the associated transport needs of residents, as well as servicing requirements such as rubbish collection and emergency services. However, the need to optimise sites for denser housing can come at a cost. Adequately meeting ongoing transport needs in response to changing land use requires streetscape adaption and fresh thinking. 
Under the 2020 National Policy Statement for Urban Development, councils can no longer mandate minimum parking requirements in their district plans, except for accessible parking. Developers can choose to include parking in their designs, but the supply falls short of current demand, pushing parking into the public realm. This can lead to competing uses within the streetscape, adverse impacts on the development residents, and the wider community. On-site cycle parking and storage can be an add-on in the design process lacking the space and security needed and is unlikely to encourage bicycle ownership. 
Ultimately, we need lower car ownership in New Zealand to support denser living, but that relies on providing choice, we are not there yet. 
Examples from New Zealand and overseas will be used to illustrate the safety, accessibility and amenity issues arising from medium density housing and some emerging best practice. 
This paper draws on the context of Waimakariri and Selwyn district suburban areas, and examines the fine balance required to meet the needs of the present and future state so that our housing of today create resilient communities for tomorrow.  
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