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I like cats but not catcalls 

We consider ourselves very lucky in New Zealand to live in a bubble. No mean streets just a clean, green beautiful country. But if you look a little closer, it’s not all rainbows and butterflies. Unfortunately, for the wāhine of Aoteroa, those clean, green streets can look pretty mean at times. And, as much as we love cats, we very much do not like the catcalls. Or the touches. Or the glares. 

Research shows that harassment towards women in public spaces is disturbingly common, not just around the world, but right on our front door step. All it takes is one look at Women In Urbanism Aotearoa’s Instagram page to see anecdotal evidence from kiwi chicks who have been made to feel uncomfortable or unsafe (to say the least) on their commute. If people relaying their trauma isn’t your thing, the statistics speak for themselves. A survey found that 74% of New Zealand women have experienced harassment in a public space. From the classic ‘hey baby’ to being groped on the train or followed home off the bus, it’s clear that women have got their work cut out for them. 

But, great news, it doesn’t need to be like this. Women arguably have more freedoms than ever before in history but there is still a lot more work to do. This presentation will focus on how New Zealand can move to be that idyllic place that we believe we are. I will use examples of policies from around the world that aim to make the travel a safer, more pleasant, less life-threatening experience for and assess if they are applicable in a kiwi context. 
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