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Are we any good at measuring benefits of cycling infrastructure?
In New Zealand, the Monetised Benefits and Costs Manual published by NZTA Waka Kotahi is a comprehensive guide to calculating the benefits and accounting for the costs of various types of transport projects. However, some types of transport projects have more robust guidance than others. 
The guidance in the MBCM for measuring the benefits of cycling infrastructure is limited. There are only three gradients of infrastructure described (on-street cycle lanes next to parking, on-street cycle lanes without parking, and off-street cycle paths). The guidance suggests that the lowest quality cycling infrastructure (on-street cycle lanes next to parked cars) are 80% as good as fully dedicated, separated cycle paths. 
This relatively limited guidance results in two unintended consequences. Firstly, it means that it is almost always beneficial to install painted cycle lanes of the lowest quality. According to the methodology, 80% of the maximum total benefit is gotten from this type of “infrastructure”. Secondly, it is almost never incrementally net beneficial to install high-quality cycling infrastructure by this methodology as only an additional 20% of benefit can be achieved no matter how good the infrastructure.
When using ratepayer and taxpayer money to build infrastructure, it is essential to ensure that projects deliver value for money and that we do not overestimate the benefit delivered. However, it is also essential that we not underestimate the benefit of infrastructure and forego investment that could improve overall wellbeing. 
In this research, the consequences of this guidance and alternative methodologies (including those used in other countries) are discussed. 
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