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Leveraging Pedestrian-focused Best Practice Guidance in a Private Context
This presentation explores the interaction between best practice guidance and how principles from these documents can be used to inform the design of pedestrian networks within private sites with high-risk hazards. Investigation into the pedestrian networks of private sites has revealed that, historically, the development of these networks has been ad hoc, without leveraging the benefits of best practice guidance. This presentation seeks to demonstrate the benefits of adopting and adapting public pedestrian network best practice for use on private sites.
Best practice is typically focused on catering to public settings. Within large private sites, which often have less linearity than a public street network, this has led to reduced application of that guidance and the increased implementation of ad hoc solutions.
A resulting characteristic of those solutions is that they are often focused on specific hazard management rather than overall network functionality. This can negatively impact the safety, legibility, and resilience of the pedestrian network—particularly where shared spaces carry a wide range of hazards and risks due to the activity, vehicle and pedestrian types, and available infrastructure.
Due to the complexity of these sites, simply applying public network best practice can lead to outcomes misaligned with their functional context. Our review of sites in a range of settings indicates that applying public network principles in private contexts can raise concerns about the legibility and effectiveness of pedestrian networks.
As part of the presentation, examples of pedestrian network design outcomes for complex sites will be showcased. It will highlight how better outcomes can be achieved by adopting and adapting best practice guidance. This is relevant to transport engineers and planners, as it will raise awareness of gaps in guidance while demonstrating how guidance can provide beneficial outcomes for pedestrian network design in a private context.
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