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A world without public transport? 

	


Covid-19 lockdowns have been a particularly tough time for individuals on their Taha tinana (physical health), Teha hinengaro (mental and emotional well-being), Taha whanau (social well-being) and Taha wairua (spiritual well-being).  Active modes have had a huge uptake during lockdown periods as a great way for people to rebalance their four walls of the whare, however do these habits continue when we are out of lockdown? International evidence on travel behaviours suggests the use of public transport has been greatly impacted by Covid-19, with active modes and private car use strong.  However, has New Zealand followed in the same way, considering we have approached restrictions differently throughout the last two years. 
 
This paper will summarise travel pattern data and other evidence to show changes in behaviour over the last two years. Data from the Waka Kotahi market research on travel patterns through the lockdowns will be used alongside public transport commuter counts, vehicle counts and HERE data.  This summary of data will provide a baseline to present day impacts of Covid-19 on our transport sector.
 
A qualitative assessment on how we can encourage people to maintain their positive travel behaviours post lockdowns will be investigated alongside an understanding of why travel behaviours may change during and out of lockdowns.  The question; ‘Has the transport sector done enough outside of lockdowns for active modes?’ will be asked. Public transport has shown to have been hit the hardest by change, highlighting the potential for improving resilience in our transport system.  These findings will provide useful insights for future planning of cities as to how they can better cope with impactful events. 
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