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What does real choice look like?

	For people on bikes….

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the age of our transportation renaissance where we are turning our attention to a multi-modal approach what does real choice actually look like? Equity in transport is of course about provision for active modes and public transport. As such the look and feel of the infrastructure we design for those modes and how it connects through neighbourhoods to schools, to town centres, to employment precincts, to recreational facilities will influence how people see that mode as a legitimate choice. 

Focusing on our most equitable forms of transport:
Is the provision of a on road cycle lane that is shared with people walking at intersections providing real transport choice? What about cycle lanes with a painted buffer?
Are shared paths along busy roads with driveways providing real transport choice? Do shared paths provide real transport choice at all?
How about a cycle lane with concrete separators next to a busy road with a lot of heavy vehicles? 

Are any of these solutions building an equitable transport system – I would suggest not. Okay then what does real choice for people walking and people on bikes look like?

It’s the ‘vibe of a thing’. Do you have a precedent that supports this ‘vibe’? 

Yes, it’s primarily about integration, legibility, and designing for ‘feeling’ as well as function. The Auranga development in Drury west demonstrates how we can do this by creating legible, comfortable space for people walking and people on bikes as well as our new-found friend ‘micro-mobility’. 

If we truly think equity in transport is something we want and value, then we need to design for ‘real choice’ and perhaps that require a recalibration of priority on our streets.
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