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What is the role of safety in decarbonising our transport system? This paper looks at the Vision Zero approach in Tāmaki Makaurau and explores the opportunity for safety to enable change to lower carbon travel. 
 
The provision of safety and the perception of safety are fundamental to enabling active mode choices and giving people the confidence to travel outside a vehicle. Internationally, the academic expert group recommending the global road safety strategy from 2020-2030 has recommended safety actions to enable modal shift, sustainable practices and reporting and a speed limit of 30kph. Vision Zero for Tāmaki Makaurau, the transport safety strategy for the same period also covers the role of safety as an opportunity to enable mode shift to active modes including active journeys to and from public transport connections.  
 
Part of our Vision Zero journey involves reducing vehicle speeds. Safe speeds are key to saving lives and reducing serious injury. That’s because speed determines both the likelihood of a crash occurring and the severity of the outcome. Operating speeds also affect the level of carbon emitted by vehicle travel. The carbon impacts of the Auckland speed limit changes are explored both for rural and urban areas which will be shared. 
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Vision Zero and decarbonising transport  

What is the role of safety in decarbonising our transport system? This paper looks at the Vision Zero approach in 

Tāmaki Makaurau and explores the opportunity for safety to enable change to lower carbon travel.  

  

The provision of safety and the perception of safety are fundamental to enabling active mode choices and giving 

people the confidence to travel outside a vehicle. Internationally, the academic expert group recommending the 

global road safety strategy from 2020-2030 has recommended safety actions to enable modal shift, sustainable 

practices and reporting and a speed limit of 30kph. Vision Zero for Tāmaki Makaurau, the transport safety 

strategy for the same period also covers the role of safety as an opportunity to enable mode shift to active 

modes including active journeys to and from public transport connections.   

  

Part of our Vision Zero journey involves reducing vehicle speeds. Safe speeds are key to saving lives and reducing 

serious injury. That’s because speed determines both the likelihood of a crash occurring and the severity of the 

outcome. Operating speeds also affect the level of carbon emitted by vehicle travel. The carbon impacts of the 

Auckland speed limit changes are explored both for rural and urban areas which will be shared.  

 

