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	The NZ Transport Agency identified two state highway roundabouts in Tauranga where excessive queuing was occurring.
Through investigation, traffic modelling and stakeholder workshops, signalised metering was recommended as the solution.
The metering design complied with the Traffic Control Devices Rule and with Traffic Note 60 (Roundabout metering signals – information).  
Similar installations are in operation in Auckland; 3 aspect display, with lanterns on 24/7, signals limit line no closer than 30m from the roundabout give way limit line.
Within 4 days of commencing metering at the first installation, the signals were turned off as some drivers were interpreting the green signal to mean that they did not have to give way at the roundabout.  Crashes occurred.

Investigation was undertaken to understand the differences between Tauranga and other sites in New Zealand and to compare with the Australian method.  The result of the investigation was that in Tauranga, drivers interpreted the green signal at or near a roundabout as meaning “go”.  (Tauranga has three fully signalised roundabouts) 

A trial to use the Australian system that displays only yellow and red signal aspects, was sought. The NZ Transport Agency were quick to respond and approved and gazetted the trial.  The designs were adjusted accordingly.

There are three installations being monitored in the trial; two in Tauranga and one in Wellington. The sites are SCATS controlled and the Traffic Operations teams have spent considerable time and effort ensuring that the sites work efficiently and safely.  The Tauranga Traffic Operations Team have addressed a queue back safety issue by introducing a disabling function if certain conditions are met.  

The trial ends in April 2020.  Monitoring confirms efficiency gains of roundabout metering and the safety benefits of the two-aspect signal display that does not show a green.  
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