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Setting the scene for all Pacific female Dr’s

Papali’i Dr Viopapa
Annandale-Atherton
Public Health Specialist
Graduated Otago Medical School 1964



Setting the scene for 
my story

Rural NZ Farming

Pacific Migration for 
Labour workforce 



A story of right time right places
• 1960-70 Manurewa • Maromaku (30mins north Whg)



Setting the scene for my story
1970’s 



When there is love….. 



Setting the scene for my story

• 1980-90’s

• Manukau Intermediate, Onehunga high School



The new generation of multiculture



My Medical story

• UoA – MAPAS – 2000 Graduating class >100

• 9 MAPAS - 3 females 1 Pacific

• Middlemore Hospital

• GP training – Southseas Healthcare, Otara

• RNZCGP Fellowship – Ngati Hine Health Trust, 
Kawakawa

• Business Ownership 2010 – Paihia Medical Centre

• 2013 – Established Te Whareora o Tikipunga

• PACMAT team – response to Measles outbreak in 
Samoa



My leadership story highlights

• Vodafone Youth Health Leadership Fellowship 
• Canada and US clinical and academic experiences

• PHO Clinical Director – Te Tai Tokerau
• International Integrated Care Trip – Italy, Spain and Portugal 

• STOP Gout program

• Women in Leadership Training – Melbourne Cohort 

• NAC Chair, RNZCGP 

• MOH Te Tatau Kitenga Co-Chair – Te Ūkaipō
• Mātauranga Māori Framework for School Based Health Services

• University of Auckland Academic Co-ordinator –
Northland Clinical Site 





Inspirational Female Pacific Health 
leadership luminaries video

• There have been so many leaders and so little time Dr 
Teuila Percival, Dr Maryann Heather, Dr Aumea Herman 
– understand that they not only influence what 
happens here in NZ but also into the health and 
wellbeing of our Pacific countries that we have 
originated from.  

• 3 Questions asked: 

Success, Challenges, Pacific Pearls of Wisdom

• Debbie Sorensen (Pasefika Futures CEO)

• Dr Debbie Ryan (GP)

• Dr Corina Grey (Pacific Epidemiologist)




