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Speed Management – Practicality vs Perception

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is a common fact in the industry that the higher the speed, the greater the likelihood of a death of serious injury crash is – but solving this problem in New Zealand requires more than just changing some signs. Guidance in the past advocate for strategic, technical approaches however speed is as much a people orientated problem as it is technical. If the risks of the road are not recognised in a driver’s eyes, the perceived benefits of speeding will outweigh the perceived cost. But have we as an industry recognised this?

This discussion will delve into the good the bad and the ugly of how speed management is being considered and implemented in New Zealand at both the technical and community level. Safety has always been at the forefront of the battle against our climbing road tolls, so why have we as country been slow on the uptake of speed management? How can we be using speed management differently to better make decisions towards a zero fatality goal and a more accessible and equitable network, or are New Zealanders just not ready for this dramatic shift in thinking towards simply slowing down? 
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