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 Counting pedestrians and cyclists: future proofing and making better use of existing data
Since ~2015 the NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) has had access to a national dataset of pedestrian and cycle counts. This draws on data from the approximately 550 counters around the country, which are owned and managed by councils, NZTA, and the Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment. Count data can support investment and design decisions by providing a granular indication of if, and where, change is occurring. 
NZTA has been using this dataset to report on two of the organisation’s performance goals - average national growth rate for pedestrian and cycle counts. In the interest of transparency and collaboration in the sector, this presentation will describe the method that is used to calculate these growth rates, and the underlying strengths, limitations, and considerations. 
NZTA are also looking to increase access and use of this national dataset. From councils who may want to benchmark counts with other similar regions, or academics who may want to undertake detailed analysis, some options will be presented to foster a conversation about how to make better use of this existing data. Longer-term thinking regarding how advanced technologies can supplement this national dataset will also be discussed (for example sensors that can differentiate users such as E-scooters). 
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