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Accessibility planning - inclusivity and decarbonisation 

Many cities in New Zealand rapidly grew during motorised era which meant the cities are designed around private vehicles and creating major environmental, economic and social issues.  Furthermore, recent population growth has significantly exacerbated private vehicle usage and GHG emission in NZ due to lack of alternative transport modes and urban sprawling. This significantly disadvantages communities without access to a private vehicle.

Traditionally in many countries land use planning and transport policies have been made separately (e.g Auckland council vs Auckland Transport). Some growth areas have been identified without considering impacts on transport system. Transport planner consequently provide transport system to connect these areas. This type of planning system often results in urban sprawling which heavily relies on use of private vehicles. In cities with high car ownership, lack of access to private vehicles becomes a major barrier for some. 

Accessibility planning is a framework and process to use accessibility indicators as a basis to identify inequities in accessibility. It the develops plans to improve accessibility. 

Accessibility planning is a mechanism for achieving social inclusion. It does so by addressing inequities in access to goods and services by non-motorised modes - especially those who do not have access to private vehicles - using indicators of access to jobs, education, health facilities and retail facilities.  

Accessibility planning is also a tool to integrate both features of the transport system (e.g. speed, and travel costs) as well as the land-use system (e.g. density and functional mix).  

This paper explores the way accessibility planning can promote mode shift (away from private vehicles) and contribute to decarbonisation while also increasing social inclusivity.  

In particular, this paper refers to:  

•	Definition of accessibility planning 

•	Accessibility models/ tools helps to identify gaps in accessibility 

•	Global practices 

[bookmark: _GoBack]•	Application to NZ context.
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