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Paired-back pedestrian crossings – is legislation holding us back?
In the face of increasing urban complexity, constrained funding for active modes, and ambitious mode shift goals, Road Controlling Authorities are being challenged to deliver safer, more walkable streets using the tools and infrastructure already in place. 
 
"Paired back" pedestrian crossings - treatments that are context specific and risk adjusted  - have been trialled internationally as a nimble way to support safer streets, particularly in low-speed urban environments. But in the New Zealand context, existing legislative requirements can make this approach difficult or impossible, thereby resulting in Do-Nothing or Do-Minimum outcomes. 
 
Current legislation, particularly the Land Transport (Road User) Rule 2004, often prioritises uniformity over flexibility, creating unnecessary regulatory and financial obstacles to improve walking conditions within their jurisdiction. 
 
This session will explore the tension between innovation and compliance, asking whether existing legal frameworks are enabling or constraining progress to improve the safety of people walking?
 
Using real-world examples and anecdotes from Christchurch City Council, as well as drawing on key international literature reviews, this presentation will examine typical requests faced by Council, highlight how practitioners are navigating these legal grey areas, what risks they face, and where opportunities exist to reinterpret or reform current rules.
 
In a time when transport resilience depends on doing more with less, we ask: is our legislation fit for the future of walking?
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