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Density and access: the role of landuse in transport transition 
Reducing emissions from transport is an important problem to solve, particularly in cities like Auckland where transport is the biggest contributor. We know that walking, cycling and public transport can help solve the problem, but mode shift is a challenge in cities built around the car. 
Low-density urban environments characterised by residential sprawl require people to travel long distances to live their daily lives, while denser cities better support walking and cycling, and good public transport infrastructure. 
In a research project for Auckland Council, MRCagney explored the relationship between landuse and VKT (vehicles kilometres travelled), how this plays out in Auckland today, and barriers to building denser, more accessible places. Our research found that the combination of density and mixed use is a key factor in creating liveable, accessible, low-emissions cities. However, there are layers of barriers to creating these kinds of places in Auckland. 
In this presentation, Marita will present key findings from the research, including local and international examples of landuse systems that support active modes, and share the recommendations we developed for facilitating increased urban density in Auckland. 
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