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Transport Resilience Economics: Reimagining Cost-Benefit Analysis for Pacific Island Connectivity
Pacific Island nations face acute transport vulnerability: cyclones and sea-level rise threaten critical infrastructure serving remote communities where conventional cost-benefit analysis fails. The remoteness and rural nature meant that projects for these communities will be of low economic benefits using the conventional cost-benefit analysis due to low traffic / user volumes, however these transport links and connections provide lifelines to healthcare, education, and markets.
Drawing on over 15+ years executing Asian Development Bank (ADB) and World Bank projects across Pacific nations such as Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Tuvalu, this presentation shares the adapted economic methodologies for land/maritime infrastructure in fragile contexts. Three pivotal cases will be presented:
· Samoa Various Proposed Inland Route(s) (2003, 2010 and 2022) between Faleoleo International Airport and Apia city centre;
· Fiji Transport Sector Planning and Management project that involved development of land and maritime transport policies and a 20 year investment plan (including assessment of a ring-fenced road maintenance fund), and the subsequent investment projects to replace the critical bridge and jetty structures; and
· Tuvalu Maritime and Aviation Transport Sector Review
Using these projects experience, this presentation shares the key observations, and potential approaches that can be considered in New Zealand.
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