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The Government Policy Statement 2018/19 (GPS) sets out a fundamental commitment to “invest in the best projects, no matter what kind of transport modes they may be”. To realise this commitment the GPS commits the Government to funding the projects that make the most positive difference in achieving a well-connected, safe and accessible transport network that fosters healthy communities and delivers value for money. At the launch of the GPS the intention was that this commitment would bring about a move to mode neutral transport planning rather than the traditional approach that has often been criticised for prioritising car-based infrastructure, which has contributed to a largely car dependent nation. 

The move to a mode neutral transport planning approach should build on the existing and the emerging range of new, efficient and more sustainable alternative travel options and service models (eg micro-mobility, on-demand and shared modes, Mobility as a Service) to help to address environmental concerns, congestion, transport equity and mobility issues, and contribute to positive health outcomes.

The research for this paper included interviewing business case practitioners and explored 
international best practice to understand the steps that New Zealand needs to take to ensure that the transport system meets (or exceeds) the objectives of the GPS. Aspects that this paper will cover include: barriers to mode neutral planning; the need for strong leadership; setting clear political direction and expectations (including funding allocation); cross agency partnerships; need for consistent and robust monitoring and evaluation; evidence based policy making; and a focus on people, communities and wellbeing.
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