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Applying a Whole-of-life Climate Lens

	


Central and Local Government have declared a climate emergency and are preparing legislation, regulation, policy and strategies to enable Aotearoa to transition into a low carbon economy. The Climate Change Commission’s recommendations involve steep cuts across every sector of the economy, but particularly in transport. Majority of us are on board with the vision, but there are question marks around the ‘how’. How do we ensure the decision we make today don’t lock in carbon for generations to come? 

The problem is that we have not yet created an environment that draws in low-carbon thinking and collaboration early enough in the infrastructure development process. If we are to deliver on the Commission’s recommendations, we must design a simple and cost effective way of applying a climate and carbon lens to decision making. 

By including whole-of-life emissions in business cases we can present meaningful, quantitative data that informs decision making within transport strategies and throughout the project life cycle. A key challenge comes down to how we communicate the carbon story. If we are to be successful we must present CO2 impact in understandable terms relative to a ‘do-nothing’ approach. This will enable decision makers to understand how investments contribute towards net zero.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reflecting on current challenges to meet 2030 and 2050 emissions targets, this demands rapid implementation of the spatial and strategic, carbon and climate planning outlined by the Resource Management Review Panel. Essentially our built form needs to drastically reduce vehicle movements, and remain ready for further, permanent change. 
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