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Accessibility equity matters – measure it

	ABSTRACT
[bookmark: _GoBack]The main purpose of transport is to provide access to opportunities. Accessibility drives decisions by people about transport choice and location decisions such as where they live and work. It is a fundamental part of our transport models used model movement, but we don’t measure it or report it directly – or if we do, inappropriately. What is forgotten is all the trips forgone and opportunities for a better life missed because access was difficult. We have been poor at measuring transport equity. 
For people with good access to a car, accessibility is generally excellent, but this is not the case for a significant portion of the population. Our society has shaped the built environment around car access. Services that once were once locally located lose their economic viability because most customers bypass them for a more distant opportunity. Catering for this demand by speeding up car travel is somewhat self-defeating because land uses move in response and a self-perpetuating cycle of poorer access for the carless ensues. While providing for the car, we made access by other modes more difficult. 
The Government Policy Statement highlights the importance of accessibility and requires us to start measuring it. We should measure what we value and value what we measure. The Transport Agency has taken some initial steps to start measuring accessibility using metrics that are easiest to collect and simple to understand, and these are already providing some useful insights. But there is potential for much more. With better metrics, accessibility can be put at the centre of decision making about transport programmes and project options. Accessibility has an economic value that can underpin economic assessment more directly. Accessibility analysis applies equally to changes in the Land use pattern or the transport system. 
There are several challenges to be met if accessibility analysis is to inform better investment decisions. These will be introduced with hope of stimulating a robust discussion.   
Note:
This topic is at the heart of the theme of the conference “ Equity in Transportation”  -so could be considered for a plenary session. 


A think piece challenging the profession to transform the way it thinks about accessibility. We can make a lot of progress in this area if we agree that this is important and work together to make accessibility analysis easy to do and an expected part of business. 
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