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Rethinking parking to support resilient, accessible cities
Over the past five years, New Zealand has introduced a landmark transport and land use policy change - the removal of minimum parking requirements. This reform has enabled higher-density housing to be delivered at lower cost, supporting more compact and affordable urban development. But increasing density also brings new challenges as demand grows for kerbside space.
As our towns and cities grow, this requires using space more efficiently, dynamically, and adapting to new patterns of travel. Repurposing parking to provide for bus priority, high occupancy vehicles, cycling infrastructure, and public realm improvements is essential to ensure people have genuine travel options, and support mode shift. At the same time, it’s important to acknowledge that parking remains a critical component of urban access, particularly in a country like New Zealand where private vehicle use is still the dominant mode of transport. This all requires better management of public parking supply and many councils around the country are developing parking management strategies and plans for high growth areas. Yet these changes often spark intense debate as we have seen play out in the media across the country, from Wellington cycleways, houses in Auckland with no off-street parking and parking permit debate in Christchurch. 
This panel discussion brings together local government practitioners and policy specialists to explore the controversial nature of parking management and ways to explain how parking can contribute to more resilient, accessible, and people-focused urban environments. These topics will be discussed and debated by the panel followed by a question-and-answer session with the audience.
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