
Creating what matters 
for future generations
Reconnecting communities of the NIMT 
for long term well-being



• Social-Ecological Systems

• Taha Hinengaro, Papatūānuku

• Shift to a new stable state

• Investment decision making
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In the Māori world view, land gives birth to all things, 
including humankind, and provides the physical and 
spiritual basis for life. Papatūānuku, the land, is a 
powerful mother earth figure who gives many 
blessings to her children.

Story by Te Ahukaramū Charles Royal
Main image: Papatūānuku in the landscape
https://teara.govt.nz/en/papatuanuku-the-land

Papatūānuku

Tangata whenua – literally, people of the land – are those who have authority in a particular 

place. This is based on their deep relationship with that place, through their births and their ancestors’ 
births. As tangata whenua express themselves in that place, they gain the authority and confidence to 
project themselves into the world.

This idea, in turn, underpins the notion of mana whenua – spiritual authority in a given area.



Increased feelings of isolation and loneliness

Increased stress and anxiety

Decreased access to mental health resources and support services

Increased rates of depression and other mental health disorders

Decreased opportunities for education and personal growth

The discontinuation of rail services linking rural 
villages to cities has proven negative effects on the 
mental health of communities
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Clever investment?
Not so clever investment?

How could Julius Vogel tell in 1873?
How can we tell now?



Thank you

Arnaud.Deutsch@wsp.com

wsp.com/nz
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