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Footpath parking – can it be stopped?
It’s bad enough having signs and scooters and rubbish bins and other things on the footpath but vehicles are an even greater obstacle, usually blocking the entire footpath or making it impassable for people in wheelchairs or on mobility scooters. For able-bodied people it is often inconvenient having to go around a parked vehicle. For less able-bodied people it can be more than an inconvenience, even preventing them from making their own way to where they wanted to go, taking away their independence. 
Besides being inconsiderate, parking on footpaths is actually illegal. Mostly, local councils are responsible for enforcing this rule and their parking wardens are authorised to issue fines for parking over footpaths.
This presentation will examine the issue of footpath parking that appears to be worsening as we see more residential intensification. Acknowledging that the issue is part of a bigger picture around urban planning and car ownership, the authors examine how we can address footpath parking through more effective enforcement, awareness and design. The authors look at the subject from both an industry and advocacy perspective. We may not be able to stop footpath parking entirely, but we can join forces to reduce its occurrence and associated impacts. 
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