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Mapping trails for resilient connections
A bush path that your child bikes through to school is an essential and resilient transport connection. 
Tracks and trails are often overlooked but act as essential links in our transport network, especially when, in the event of an emergency, formed roads are washed out.
Many existing tracks offer vital connections between and within communities that have lost roads and would be otherwise cut off.
Herenga ā Nuku Aotearoa, the Outdoor Access Commission, works with local communities to develop off-road access that connects people to essential services like schools, shops, and community centres. This work promotes active transport and recreational opportunities. 
Herenga ā Nuku is the lead agency for developing a key national tracks dataset for resilience and climate change in LINZ’s Key Data Improvement Plan 2025-26. This comprehensive dataset will be available to the emergency response community and provide them with relevant information on alternate access opportunities when roads have been closed and communities isolated.
But the dataset will also have a much larger secondary audience.
Outside of emergencies, trail networks offer significant social and environmental benefits, including improved mental and physical wellbeing, strengthened community ties, equitable access to outdoor spaces, and enhanced connection with nature.
Councils and local community groups will be able to use the maps and dataset to develop off-road trails that integrate with existing infrastructure and connect people to their environment. 
Local volunteers, such as mountain bike clubs, bush recreation groups, and trail-building trusts, who play vital roles in building and maintaining trails, will be able to see their work in the context of a larger network of connections.
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