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Transport options pivotal to urban densification

[bookmark: _Hlk54191599][bookmark: _GoBack]Integrating transport with landuse planning is crucial to creating liveable and sustainable neighbourhoods and transit orientated developments can provide a range of attractive benefits to residents. However, plans for higher density developments are often resisted by neighbouring residents and media portrayals of such opposition have fed a popular discourse of resistance to urban densification. Are these the views of a vocal minority or are they widespread across Auckland’s more and less affluent neighbourhoods? To what extent does local transport infrastructure feature in community responses to higher density developments? And, what are the attributes that can trigger greater acceptance?

This presentation reports on a BRANZ-funded study of neighbours’ attitudes to, and experiences of, 14 new medium density developments (MDH) developments across Auckland. Neighbours were interviewed at eight sites during the construction phase and at six sites several years post occupation. Sites were selected to provide diversity in terms of development size, distance from Auckland’s CBD, neighbourhood socioeconomic status, and whether the developments included Kainga Ora dwellings. 

Neighbours voiced a range of concerns traversing physical attributes of developments (location, scale and design), the tenure and social status of incoming residents, and possible impacts on property values and affordability. However, transport-related concerns were front of mind and included increasing traffic volumes, residential streets full of parked cars and inadequate public transit. But Aucklanders are also acclimatising to density. They recognise more housing is needed and identify transport options as an essential aspect of providing appropriate places for higher density living. Integrating active and public transit options as viable alternatives to private vehicle use will be fundamental to increasing acceptance of MDH, and in turn to de-carbonising our city. 
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