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Bypass my Town Yay or Nae?

Te Puke got one, so did Cambridge and Temuka. Otaki got one and Levin is getting one. Huntley and Ngāruawāhia got a really big one. Katikati wants one, Blenheim is unsure and Tirau may need one, but it seems unlikely. 
Why is there so much inconsistency when it comes to the town bypass? Some towns were bypassed decades ago while similar sized towns still cope with the rumbling of trucks and passing traffic. Is there a secret plan of places that can’t be bypassed so that truck drivers can stop for a pie and a wee? 
And is getting a bypass actually a good thing? In some places shifting the state highway away from a town centre has seen towns flourish, with less traffic, safer streets and nicer environments (Te Puke and Cambridge for example). In other places townsfolk decry the good old days when the shops were busier (or just still open), e.g. Temuka. 
This think piece presentation aligns with both the Strategy and Planning and Economic and Funding conference streams. It will explore the history of the town bypass and describe the positive and negative outcomes that have been experienced in a range of different towns. Using this data and qualitative evidence we will derive a simple framework for evaluating the need and value of a town bypass in a consistent manner. This will be indicatively applied in an example to test suitability. Further studies or investigation opportunities will be identified.   
The presentation will expand industry knowledge and thinking about the oft misunderstood town bypass, and maybe inspire transport planning that helps our towns prosper, with or without a bypass. 

Could be soapbox or lectern if the committee prefer. 
 
Transportation Conference 2026 – Call for Abstracts submission
image1.jpeg
Working with what we have

Resilience for
the Future

Whakamahinga ki nga mea kei a tatou:
He manawaroa mé nga ra anamata

Transportation Conference 2026

o

TRANSPORTATION "lFafinzl‘
GROUP Fy==es

NEW ZEALAND NS e mmaseute

8 - 11 March 2026
Takina Convention Centre
Te Whanganui-a-Tara Wellington




