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	Background: The Māngere community in South Auckland experiences high levels of physical inactivity-related disease and traffic injury. An infrastructure project, Te Ara Mua – Future Streets, was recently implemented with the aim of addressing these inequities by making walking and cycling safer and easier while reflecting cultural identity. This presentation will explore how members of the local community experienced the project, and what this can tell us about making walking and cycling accessible and desirable in low socioeconomic, ethnically diverse neighbourhoods.
Method: Key informant interviews with eight community stakeholders and three focus groups with local residents were conducted approximately one year after construction was completed. I thematically analysed transcripts from these using a qualitative descriptive approach.
Findings:  Participants highlighted four key influences on access to and experience of walking and cycling, only some of which the infrastructure project sought to address. These related to sociocultural norms, practical transport needs, personal safety, and traffic safety. Safety was found to mean different things to different people, particularly with regard to cycling. In addition, concerns about the extent and nature of community involvement in the project contributed to perceptions that some aspects of the local transport context, such as cultural transport norms and low household incomes, had been overlooked.
Conclusions: The findings point to a need to address local social and cultural barriers beyond the physical environment in order to widely improve transport accessibility in disadvantaged communities. Though the project was thought to have improved the transport experiences of people who already walked and cycled, promoting active transport uptake was generally seen to require a comprehensive approach that caters to the day-to-day needs and transport understandings of the local community.
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