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Project introduction 
What is Northern Pathway?
• A seamless walking and cycling link between the 

city centre and the North Shore – connecting with 
local paths to extend the region’s walking and 
cycling network

SECTION 1
Constellation Drive 

to Albany 

SECTION 2
Akoranga to 

Constellation Drive

SECTION 3
Westhaven to 

Akoranga

SSBC

This paper assesses the impact the Northern Pathway may have on
people taking up cycling and changing their current travel
behaviours in North Shore, Auckland.
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Connects with the other sections at each end

Provide more choice for people to travel between the city 
centre and North Shore using active modes of transport

Reduce the number of short trips completed by private 
vehicle

Provide a healthy, environmentally friendly way to 
commute to work and education, access services, or 
connect with friends and family

Support future growth of the walking and cycling network 
on both sides of the harbour

Increase access to transport hubs on the North Shore 
such as Akoranga, Constellation and Albany Bus 
Stations.

Project Objectives
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Context – cycling on the North Shore
• The central North Shore’s cycle network is 

• Very incomplete
• Not suitable for all ages and abilities (generally QoS 3-4)

• Many North Shore destinations inaccessible by bicycle
• Low local cycle mode shares 

• ~1% trips to work
• Generally ~1-3% trips to school (Takapuna Int. ~10%)

Akoranga Dr

Taharoto Rd

Shakespeare Rd

Forrest Hill Rd

East Coast Rd

Glenfield Rd

Esmonde Rd

Taharoto Road (Google Streetview)
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Potential use of Northern Pathway

• Research shows that 59% of Aucklanders 
would be willing to cycle if conditions were 
improved* 

• The Northwestern Cycleway is a handy 
comparison

• Currently 730 to 1,030 daily cyclists**

* Measuring and growing active modes of  transport in Auckland (2018) Auckland Transport, Auckland 

** Auckland Transport automated cycle count data, Te Atatu and Kingsland count sites, 2019 calendar year
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Who’ll use A2C?

Constellation Dr

Akoranga Dr

Sunnynook Rd 

Northcote Rd

Tristram Ave

• A2C will support a combination of
• Local trips

• Longer trips
• City centre is 9-15 km away by e-bike

• Recreational trips – kids & people just pottering about

• Estimated daily use
• In the order of 1,500 daily cyclists in 2028
• Less if not QoS 1
• More if supporting infrastructure provided

• Smales Farm
• Takapuna
• NS Hospital

• Wairau Valley
• North Harbour 

Business Area

• AUT Akoranga 
• School clusters
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Network Integration
Constellation Dr

Akoranga Dr

Sunnynook Rd 

Northcote Rd

Tristram Ave

• One cycleway doesn’t make a network
(but it’s a great start)

• Network Integration Plan

• Supporting interventions in the walk & cycle network
• Future connections to A2C
• Future improvements to local network
• Delivery priorities

• Complementary measures
• Bike parking at destinations
• Wayfinding
• Active mode promotion & education
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Engaging stakeholders from the outset of the project
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We consulted on a number of route alignments 
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Challenges with delivering a 
pathway in a complex urban 
environment  

Smiths Bush -
Sensitive Ecological 

Area

Aerial view of 
SH1/Tristram 

Avenue interchange

Aerial view of  
options alongside 

Smiths Bush
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The Western side of the 
motorway was identified as 
the preferred alignment
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• Fewer conflict points 
• More direct route
• Less impact on private property and green 

spaces
• Less environmental effects 
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Next Steps
• Auckland is growing rapidly with the North Shore specifically seeing significant spatial and 

population growth. The existing transport network is under pressure and more sustainable 
travel options need to be promoted and supported going forward to manage the demand for 
growth.

• Potential for modal shift and active mode up take:
• Early project analysis indicates that the introduction of safe and attractive cycle infrastructure 

within the mid-North Shore could lead to some short, motorised vehicle trips switching 
mode to walking or cycling. This would lead to a reduction in the traffic demands and 
congestion in this area.  

• The Northern Pathway, once completed, will provide a seamless dedicated walking and 
cycling link between Auckland’s City Centre and Albany on the North Shore which would 
make it a viable commuter route for trips from the North Shore suburbs to destinations in the 
city centre and surrounds
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Questions?


