[image: ]
My humps, my humps, my lovely Safe Speed Humps - Safer Streets through Placemaking
Christchurch City Council’s transport safety initiatives emphasise the importance of placemaking, particularly in our neighbourhoods, creating streets and spaces that prioritise people, their transport choice and experience of movement. Placemaking is fundamental in designing resilient transport networks, ensuring that roads serve as more than just conduits for vehicles but as safe, welcoming environments for all users.
But what does this look like in practice? Through a co-design approach with schools and local communities, we’re embedding placemaking into our Council’s transport strategy. Low-cost safer speed humps, improved crossings, and speed management measures work beyond reducing crashes; they contribute to liveable neighbourhoods where movement is intuitive, safe, and enjoyable. Crucially, they support children to independently access their communities, friends, and play spaces, an important contributor to social wellbeing and resilience.
They also invite broader questions: How can co-design change the way we prioritise street upgrades? What role should tamariki-children play in shaping public infrastructure? And how do we define success when safety includes not only numbers, but that feeling of comfort and confidence?
Collaborating with school children and communities in East Christchurch has been vital. Their lived experience shapes infrastructure that responds to real needs. Engagement strategies such as design jams, feedback sessions, and creative workshops ensures the transport system reflects the perspectives of its youngest and most vulnerable users. 
Monitoring data confirms the success. Safer speed humps and safer speed limits not only manage vehicle flow but also transform public spaces into accessible, people-centred environments that foster confidence and independence, movement, play and connection.
Ultimately, Christchurch’s approach to transport safety is about more than just that; it’s about movement with meaning. But how can we continue to align safety with placemaking and resilience? By integrating placemaking into transport decisions, Christchurch is shaping a future where streets are dynamic, inclusive spaces that support sustainable mobility and healthy, connected communities.
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