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Mobility parking: a practical guide
There are over 190,000 mobility parking permit holders in New Zealand, and that number is projected to increase by 65% by the 2040s. However, there is a dearth of data to inform mobility parking provision in Aotearoa. While parking is required at set ratios at private facilities, there is no known rationale for these ratios. Neither are there any known insights into how many mobility parking spaces are a ‘good’ number to provide on public streets, in different contexts.
This paper describes mobility parking in the context of New Zealand legislation and then summarises research into 
1. the changing, growing population of permit holders, including projected numbers in coming decades;
2. demand for mobility parking by trip purpose and how it varies, according to surveys of permit holders;
3. common barriers to access faced by people using a mobility park, including their access between the park and the nearest public footpath; and
4. advice for councils in terms of how to decide on the number, location, and layout of mobility parking spaces.
The paper fills a gap in nationwide understanding of mobility parking demand and supply. It can help councils shift from a largely reactive, request-based approach to provision of mobility parking, towards a more objective assessment of how to allocate public space in ways that demonstrably meet people’s needs as much as possible. Known trade-offs and limitations are also described.
This practice paper is about understanding the role of mobility parking in inclusive urban places. By understanding who is excluded, why, where, and when, investment can best be justified and prioritised where it’s needed most.
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