[image: ]
Why bother with Bus Lanes (limited to 10 words)
In an era where Aotearoa New Zealand’s transport network faces increasing pressures—from rising demand to climate resilience—bus lanes and special vehicle lanes (SVLs) stand as practical examples of working with what we have to build resilience for the future. Our challenge is to maximise the efficiency and reliability of our current road infrastructure, rather than relying solely on costly large-scale expansions.
Bus lanes and SVLs are a proven means of extracting more capacity and flexibility from our existing urban transport corridors. By prioritising high-occupancy vehicles and public transport, they move more people with fewer vehicles, reducing congestion and emissions while keeping our communities connected—especially vital when unexpected disruptions or resource constraints arise. In Auckland, the careful rollout of these lanes, guided by robust protocols and adaptive technology, has consistently improved journey times and network reliability, illustrating how we can strengthen our system’s performance without new roads.
This approach reflects the conference’s kaupapa: we must be resourceful and resilient, optimising what is already in place to ensure our transport network can withstand shocks and adapt to future needs. Bus lanes and SVLs are not just about moving traffic quickly—they are about making strategic, future-focused choices that safeguard the social and economic lifelines of Aotearoa. By leveraging and enhancing our existing assets, we build a transport system that is both fit for today and equipped for the uncertainties of tomorrow.
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