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Moving towards a safe and resilient road system under uncertainty
This paper discusses the conference theme from a road safety perspective. Progress under financial constraints requires both strategy and tactics. The tactics must be agile. The strategy must have an excellent evidence base, be practical and shared in a way that encourages bipartisan political uptake. To have an excellent evidence base requires research investment to acquire the evidence, and the evidence needs to be conveyed to decision makers honestly.

Changes happen with every Government Policy Statement (GPS).  Programmes that work may have time limited funding with uncertain renewal. We need to navigate these changes to provide the best possible outcomes now, while ensuring that successful programmes are funded into the future.

Road safety is more complex than reducing the social costs of death and injury. Crashes are associated with road infrastructure damage, travel delays, health sector costs, policing costs, and justice sector costs . International Transport Forum (ITF) analyses show that New Zealand has made stuttering progress during the 21st century while lagging behind most developed countries. 

Road safety programmes also should include tackling trauma, not involving a motor vehicles, occurring on the road reserve. These include cycle only crashes, pedestrian slips, trips and falls, and other forms of micromobility. We can only move effectively towards a safe system if our strategies and programmes and data gathering include these forms of mobility.

The paper concludes with discussion of our road safety performance and suggests some practical steps for resilient improvement
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