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What is the need for age-friendly streets?

As our population ages, crashes per 
person go down, but severity of crash 
increases (due to fragility)

in fatal and serious driver 
injuries by 2063 if preventative 
measures are not taken

33% 
increase
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When are older drivers most at risk?

Older drivers are 1.5 – 2.5 times more 
likely to have a fatal or serious crash at 
an intersection 

Exposure to different conditions
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How comfortable are our older drivers?
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Conditions where older drivers need more support

TOP 5 AREAS OF SUPPORT
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What infrastructure changes are most 
needed to support our older drivers?
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LIGHTING INFRASTRUCTURE

• Be aware of deteriorating 

eyesight with age

• Recalibrate road lighting 

for older drivers

• Use adaptive LED Street 

lighting

DELINEATION

• Use & maintain 

reflectorised markings

• Use a minimum of 150mm-

wide reflectorised edgelines

• Use high beam headlights 

whenever legal

• Adopt profiled road 

markings for all weather 

conditions

SIGNAGE

• Use more of symbolic signs

• Use as large text size as 

possible for non-symbolic 

signs

✓ Use more 60+ year-old Reflectivity 

assessors

✓ Always use 2-second preview times 
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Intersection improvements - Design 

Well-designed roundabouts 

with their slower entry speeds 

(are better than signals or 

stop/give way control)

Separate right turn 

phase (green arrow) 

More T-junctions, fewer crossroads –

to reduce decision making complexity 

(e.g. going from one crossroad 

intersection to 2 off-set T-junctions)
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Intersection improvements – Visibility

Older driver 

appropriate entry 

sight distances at 

intersections

Larger / brighter 

traffic signal 

lanterns

Upstream symbolic 

‘intersection ahead’ 

signage 

(showing the layout)

Lane markings 

and signage 

to support correct 

lane decisions



Building an 
age-friendly 

future

https://www.aa.co.nz/

about/aa-research-

foundation/programm

es/older-drivers/

Report link for 
more detailed 
information:

https://www.aa.co.nz/about/aa-research-foundation/programmes/older-drivers/

