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A Future Focussed Interislander Ferry Service for Te Waipoumanu, NZ 

By Peter Kortegast WSP 

New Zealand’s State Highway 1 and rail freight network has a ferry bridge over the Cook Strait. The interisland ferry service is a vital link for Aotearoa for highway users, tourist, and freight. 

Over the last 5 years this project has navigated rough seas with: budget programme and scope changes.

This paper looks at the critical transportation infrastructure considerations of this project in relation to Te Waipoumanu, the South Island. With a particular focus on land side infrastructure, forecasting user volumes, considering impacts of re-routing State Highway 1, safety improvements to level crossings, the modern approach of real time wayfinding, the impact of heavy commercial traffic in an urban environment and managing peak unloading traffic volumes. 

The new ferry service will significantly impact the future road freight movements and rail freight in the South Island. It will also impact the future of regional public transport and cycle tourism. The resilience of this critical national transport link is a fundamental element of this project. 

This subject is appropriate to the conference theme and will open a variety of future focussed discussions with delegates on transport resilience, rail and road freight, transport tourism and future transport demand forecasting. 

The author Peter Kortegast brings an informed perspective to this topic having been involved with this project as design manager and deputy team lead for the New Zealand Transport Agency for the Picton Port access improvements, notice of requirement for the new SH1 route and intersections capacity upgrades. 
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